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EDITOR’S PREFACE. 



When I visited Monte Cassino in the spring of 
last year, the abbot, Don Carlo M. de Yera 
D’Aragona, a singularly interesting and grace- 
ful personage, put into my hands the original 
of the little treatise which, in an English dress, 
is now presented to the public. I saw at once 
that it was likely to supply a want in our 
devotions during the Holy Week, as it contained 
short and affective observations on every verse 
of the Passion-Gospels. Those who are ac- 
customed to attend Church regularly during 
the Holy Week, in which the Gospel each re- 
curring day brings the stupendous history of 
the suffering of the Gon-Man before us in a 
way almost stunning in its tremendous repeti- 
tion, will find much help from the observations, 
which the Author in his beautiful preface tells 
us “are drawn, for the most part, from the 
holy Fathers, who are to us the interpreters of 
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Scripture and expounders of the Church's mean- 
ing." And they who have not the privilege of 
constant services, will find very excellent heads of 
spiritual reflection in the short remarks of our 
Author. To the young, for whom the work 
was originally intended, it will prove an exceed- 
ing boon. Of course human thought fails to 
enter into the depths of the unsearchable ways 
of the mystery of the Passion, as human love 
fathoms not the abyss of tenderness in the 
Heart of Q-od. Still there is much here that is 
edifying and satisfying. 

I beg to record the expression of my thanks 
to my two translators, who have given with ac- 
curacy and spirit the sense of the original. 



Lent , 1866. 



A. P. E. 
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 



TO THE YOUNG STUDENTS OF THE ABBEY 
OF MONTE CASSINO. 

As the salvation of languishing humanity was 
effected upon earth through the Passion of 
Cheist, so there is no sweeter or more substan- 
tial comfort for afflicted souls than the memory 
of those ineffable sorrows. And who has not 
been afflicted in his turn in this valley of tears ? 
Be our efforts what they may to wear a smile, 
we shall nevertheless frequently surprise a tear 
upon the cheek. Let us adorn ourselves with 
roses, the heart will bleed more copiously pierced 
with their thorns. What age, what condition 
of life but has its own peculiar sorrows ? Te 
then, young men, in the spring time of your 
life, support its passing storms, for even the 
calm of your souls is at times ruffled by disgusts 
and disappointments. The natural impatience 
of your years often revolts under the yoke of 
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obedience, which is indeed nothing else than 
the protection of inexperience, and substitute 
for liberty. For you, then, is there need of 
comfort, and such comfort as shall not enervate 
you, but which shall rather give you strength 
for the long journey that lies before you. Such 
comfort does the holy Church, our good mother, 
offer you, O young Christians, in the solemn 
memorial of the Passion of your Redeemer, 
which she celebrates in the days preceding 
Easter. She ever sets before us the Man of Sor- 
rows as our Exemplar to be kept ever in view ; 
but during the week which is worthily styled 
Holy, she perpetually recounts in her liturgy, 
in her prayers, in her canticles, in her lamenta- 
tions, that mournful story; so that, to the 
exclusion of every other rite, of every other 
preoccupation, it seems as though she would 
bring each minute particular of it to our me- 
mories, I had almost said before our bodily eyes, 
even the doleful spectacle of the death of 
Christ. 

To assimilate the mind to the loving mysteries 
of those holy days, to make it share in the in- 
structions of our mother, the Church ; to ex- 
plain her symbols and her ceremonies, to exhibit 
the correspondence between the prophecies and 
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their fulfilment ; the harmony of the Old and 
New Testaments, each invoked in turn by the 
Church, and forming around the Cross of the 
GoD-Man two hearts in unison, which, accord- 
ing to S. Augustine, perpetually echo His 
glories: to exhibit all these and unfold their 
meaning, under the guidance of the Church 
herself, who ever directs our way, opening out 
the successive parts of the loving scheme of our 
redemption : such is the work which, with God’s 
blessing and assistance, we propose to ourselves 
for your special instruction. Accept, then, for 
the present, as a foretaste of this work, as it 
were an earnest of our intentions, these short 
reflections upon the Passion, drawn for the 
most part from the holy fathers, who are to us 
interpreters of Scripture and expounders of 
the Church’s meaning. When, with this little 
book in your band, you shall follow the modu- 
lations of the sacred chants with which the 
ministers of the sanctuary accompany the mourn- 
ful story, in those intervals of time which the 
length of the rhythm leaves free for meditation 
and the effusions of the heart, you may thus 
have, as it were, a pattern according to which 
the mind and the heart may arise towards 
the stupendous mystery of the Cross. 
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Then shall you understand that the memory 
of Christ’s Passion is not a kind of devotion 
fit only for women and the cloistered, but is 
food adapted to the strongest souls. For that 
Jesus, Who is so tender to children, and reveals 
Himself to the poor in spirit, is the same Jesus 
the uncreated Wisdom and eternal Word of 
God, the true Light which lighteth every man 
who cometh into the world, and incites every 
heart to the most noble affections and most 
generous deeds. He is the Word, at once 
most simple and most profound, most clear and 
most mysterious. Listen to that word uttered 
from the pulpit of the Cross ; keep it in your 
hearts : thus shall Christ, Who gladdens your 
childhood, be the Christ Who shall comfort 
your youth, your manhood, and your old age, 
until there be no more shadows, but Christ 
reveal Himself as the Eewarder, Who will dry 
every tear from the eyes of His faithful ones, 
even there where there shall be no more sorrow 
or crying, neither shall there be any more pain. 

Grace and peace be with you all, my young 
friends, and increase of the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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MEDITATIONS ON THE PASSION 

OF 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 



Palm Suntiag. 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 

ACCORDINO TO S. MATTHEW. 

Tribulations, anguish, suffering; such is 
the history of the life of Christ, the history 
of the life of each one of us. Let us not 
deceive ourselves, this earth is but the valley 
of tears, the kingdom of sorrow. 

“ At that time said Jesus to His disciples.” 

I also give myself to be Thy disciple. O 
my Jesus ! speak Thy word to me also, for it 
is life eternal. 

“ Ye know that after two days is the feast of the 
Passover, and the Son of Man is betrayed to be 
crucified.” 

This was the last Passover of the Mosaic 
law. The Son of Man given into the hand of 

B 
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His enemies and crucified, was the true Lamb 
of our new passover. 

“ Then assembled together the chief priests and 
the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the 
palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 
and consulted that they might take Jesus by sub- 
tilty, and kill Him.** 

Heinous and vile counsel ! A nation with 
such chief priests is already ripe for malediction. 

“ But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there 
be an uproar among the people.’* 

Not from reverence for the feast day, but 
from fear of the people, for Jesus had passed 
by, benefiting and healing all, and even they 
could not suppose this people to be so un- 
grateful as later it proved itself. 

“ Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house 
of Simon the leper, there came unto Him a woman 
having an alabaster box of vervprecious ointment, 
and poured it on His Head, as He sat at meat.** 

This woman prefigured the Gentiles. Let 
us, heirs of the Gentiles, approach with her to 
Jesus, and let us anoint His Head with the 
precious ointment of our good works. 

“ But when His disciples saw it, they had indig- 
nation, saying, To what purpose is this waste P for 
this ointment might have been sold for much, and 
given to the poor.** 

How desperately wicked is human nature 
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after sin ! Not even the good done by our 
brethren escapes our detraction ; but we per- 
suade ourselves (at least) that we should nave 
known how to do better ! 

“ When Jesus understood it He said unto them, 
Why trouble ye the woman P” 

Jssus hears our murmurings, though the 
lips utter them not, and reads in our hearts 
intentions sometimes unknown to ourselves. 

“ For she hath wrought a good work upon Me. 
For ye have the poor always with you, but Me ye 
have not always. 

Let us remember these words when our 
Lord comes to visit our soul in the Holy 
Communion, Let all other cares, even holy 
ones, give place then to this one alone, to 
perfume His body with the balm of love, for 
Him we have not always with us. 

“ For in that she hath poured this ointment on 
My Body, she did it for My burial. Verily, I say 
unto you, wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
in the whole world, there snail also this, that this 
woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.” 

God is faithful. Many centuries have elapsed 
and many will yet pass away, and each year 
on this day throughout all the world solemn 
mention is made of the loving act of this poor 
woman. 

“ Then one of the twelve called Judas Iscariot, 
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went unto the chief priests, and said unto them. 
What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto 
you P” 

Did Judas then truly wish a few moments 
before to give the price of the ointment to the 
poor, if now he does not hesitate for a few 
pence to betray his Master ? Frequently our 
worst passions clothe themselves with the cloak 
of charity; it cannot however accommodate itself 
for long to their shoulders, and on falling 
from them it reveals their infamy to all. 

" And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces 
of silver. And from that time he sought oppor- 
tunity to betray Him.” 

How often have we also madly sought an 
opportunity to betray Jesus ? We watch for 
time and place to withdraw ourselves from the 
crowd, to hide the traces of our own sins. 
But God is in Israel ! 

“ Now the first day of the feast of unleavened 
bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto 
Him, Where wut Thou that we prepare for Thee 
to eat the Passover P” 

The Lord of the universe has not on earth 
a fit place where to eat the Passover, nor do 
His disciples know where they are to prepare 
it for Him. Let the poor be consoled by their 
resemblance to Christ. 

“ And He said, Go into the city to such a man, 
and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at 
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hand ; I will keep the Passover at thy house with 
My disciples.” 

Oh 1 blessed he at whose house the Master 
went to keep the Passover! Oh! blessed I 
also, to whom He sends word through His 
minister that His time is at hand, and that 
He purposes to keep the Passover in my 
heart 1 

“ And the disciples did as Jnstrs had appointed 
them, and they made ready the Passover.” 

It is necessary to prepare the Passover before 
the coming of Chbist : is the house of my soul 
ready and fitted for this visit ? 

“Now when the even was come, He sat down 
with the twelve; and as they did eat, He said, 
Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray 
Me.” 

Merciful Lord ! the showing Thyself con- 
scious of the treason was a lesson to the 
traitor: a lesson of Thine Omniscience from 
which nothing is hidden; of Thy Long-suffering 
which does not weary of waiting for him. 

“ And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began 
every one or them to say unto Him, Loan, is it 1 P” 

The others were innocent, and yet they 
inquired if they were to be the guilty ones. 
Let each one be thus humble, and see that he 
fall not. 

“ And He answered and said, He that dippeth 
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his hand with Me in the dish, the same shall be- 
tray Me.” 

How many of us extend the hand to the same 
food with which the Redeemer is nourished, 
partake of the same bread and of the same 
cup, and yet plot treason in their heart ! 

“ The Son of Man goeth, as it is written of Him ; 
but woe unto that man by whom the Son of Man 
is betrayed ! It had been good for that man if he 
had not been bom.” 

I also have betrayed Thee, 0 Son of Man. 
But I will not, hardening my heart, as did 
Judas, deserve to hear. It had been good for 
him if he had not been born. I confess my 
sin against myself, and I rely upon, nay I 
rejoice in Thy mercy. 

“Then Judas, which betrayed Him, answered 
and said, Master, is it I P” 

He adds impudence to treason, and calling 
Him Master, insinuates in a way the impos- 
sibility of so much ingratitude in a disciple. 

“ He said unto him, Thou hast said.” 

J udas need doubt no longer. The Master 
has read in his heart, and knows all. But he 
is already in the condition of the reprobate, 
who when he has fallen to the lowest depths, 
becomes reckless. 

“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread. 
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and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the dis- 
ciples, and said : Take, eat ; this is My body.’* 

Here is the greatest of the miracles worked 
by Christ. In order to save us, He did not 
shrink from descending into the virginal womb 
of Mary : to nourish us, He does not disdain 
to enter into the heart of each of us, miserable 
sinners, and to unite Himself with our souls. 

“ And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it, for this 
is My Blood of the New Testament which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins.” 

For all indeed shall that most precious 
Blood be shed according to the will of the 
Redeemer, but all shall not avail themselves 
of it, through defect of individual co-operation. 
I pray Thee, account me, O my Jesus, in the 
number of those many, who will receive remis- 
sion of sins through Thy blood ! 

“ But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth 
of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 
it new with you in My Father's kingdom." 

I pray Thee, account me, 0 my Jesus, in 
the number of those blessed ones, who will be 
called to the supper of the marriage of the Lamb, 
in Thy Father’s kingdom ; to whom Thou wilt 
give to drink of the new fruit of the vine, and 
whom Thou wilt feed with hidden manna. 

“ And when they had sung a hymn, they went 
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out into the Mount of Olives. Then saith Jesus 
unto them, All ye shall be offended because of Me this 
night ; for it is written, I will smite the Shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
But after I am risen again, I will go before you into 
Galilee.” 

Galilee signifies, literally, transmigration. 
If we desire to find Christ, we also must pass 
from the life of the flesh to that of the Spirit, 
in which He preceded us when, at His Resur- 
rection, the corruptible body put on incorrup- 
tion. 

“ Peter answered and said unto Him, Though all 
men shall be offended because of Thee, yet will I 
never be offended.” 

Thus accounting himself better than others ; 
this too great self-confidence is a harbinger of 
an approaching fall. 

“Jesus said unto him. Verily I say unto thee, 
that this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt 
deny Me thrice.” 

Not once, but thrice, will he sin who boasts 
of himself. This is the cause of our continual 
shortcomings. 

“ Peter said unto Him, Though I should die with 
Thee, yet will I not deny Thee. 

How many good resolutions have not I also 
made to die sooner than deny Christ, and yet 
have afterwards denied Him without even hesi- 
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fating ? The groundwork of humility has ever 
been wanting. 

u Likewise also said all the disciples.” 

And yet all did equally abandon Him, and 
fly at the moment of danger. 

“Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place 
called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit 
ye here, while I go and pray yonder.” 

He withdraws Himself to pray. Ha who 
does not recollect himself before prayer, he 
who does not prepare his soul before he prays, 
is as a man who tempts God. 

“And He took with Him Peter, and the two 
sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and 
very heavy. 

“ Then saith He unto them. My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, ana 
watch with Me.” 

May the sorrowfulness of Christ he the 
gentle balm that shall allay all the sadness of 
our souls f This latter can never be as in- 
tense as His sorrow, even unto death, such as 
to produce the agony of death. 

“ And He went a little farther, and fell on His 
face, and prayed, saying.” 

He prays with His face prostrate on the 
ground. Shall we disdain to bend the knees 
before the Presence of God in prayer ? 

“ O My Father, if it he possible, let this cup 
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pass from Me ; nevertheless, not as I will, bnt as 
Thou wilt.” 

Let us learn the true manner of praying. 
Not all our wishes are good, nor are all our 
good wishes opportune. Let us ask, but commit 
ourselves to the goodwill of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, Who knows and wills what is for our 
advantage. 

“ And He cometh unto the disciples, and findeth 
them Asleep, and saith unto Peter. 

To the sin of presumption the disciples add 
that of sloth. The Master had warned them 
of the approaching temptation, and yet they 
yield to sleep. 

“ What, could ye not watch with Me one hour ? 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. 
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

And precisely because the flesh is weak, and 
we all have sad experience that it is so, it is 
necessary to strengthen it by watching and 
prayer; that is, with human diligence and 
effort on the one hand, and on the other with 
the Divine assistance, which is ever ready for 
those who invoke it. 

“He went away again the second time, and 
prayed, saying, O My Father, if this cup may 
not pass away from Me except I drink it, Thy will 
be done.” 

We also say, many times a day, in tho 
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Lord’s Prayer, “Thy will be done.” But do 
we say it with our hearts ? 

“ And He came and found them asleep again ; 
for their eyes were heavy. And He left them, and 
went away again, and prayed the third time, saying 
the same words.” 

And we are so easily wearied of repeating 
the same prayer, we tire of repeating it the se- 
cond or third time. If in prayer the heart 
spake, we should never become weary. 

“Then cometh He to His disciples, and saith 
unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest.” 

We may henceforth sleep and take our rest 
in peace ; be easy, that is, with regard to our 
cause, since He has been sorrowful, has watched, 
has prayed for us, and prepares Himself to 
fight and to gain the victory for us. 

“ Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, 
let us be going : behold, he is at hand that doth 
betray Me.” 

But we must not, meanwhile, remain negli- 
gent, and allow our souls to slumber. Let us 
arise and follow Him, and learn from His ex- 
ample. 

“And while He yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the 
twelve, came, and with him a great multitude 
with swords and staves, from the chief priests and 
elders of the people. Now he that betrayed Him 
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gave them a sign, saying. Whomsoever I shall kiss, 
mat same is He : hold Him fast." 

It was a small thing to Judas to sell his 
Master. He must deliver Him up himself 
into the hands of His enemies, and betray 
Him with the token of peace, in order that all 
the malice of the betrayal should be accom- 
plished. 

“ And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, 
Master ; and kissed Him.” 

And it was one of the twelve who gave this 
treacherous salutation, and the kiss of death ! 
Tremble, O my soul, nor let the graces thou 
hast hitherto received deceive thee. 

“And Jesus said unto him. Friend, wherefore 
art thou come ?” 

The last word of Christ to the traitor was 
a word of friendship ; so that it only remained 
for Judas to receive pardon even thus late. 
Hope, my soul ; in whatever hour the sinner 
shall return from his evil ways, “ their ini- 
quities will I remember no more,” saith the 
Lord. 

“ Then came they and laid hands on Jesus, and 
took Him. And behold, one of them which were 
with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his 
sword, and struck a servant of the high priest, and 
smote off his ear.” 

And this one was Peter,, who sinned by in- 
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discreet and ill-regulated zeal ; zeal which, like 
straw on fire, was soon quenched, and was 
succeeded by the coldness of fear. 

“ Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy 
sword into his place; for all they that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword/’ 

Terrible sentence against the bloodthirsty 
and the violent, and against those who medi- 
tate vengeance ! The law of redeemed hu- 
manity is charity, forgiveness, patience, and 
gentleness. 

“ Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My 
Fatheb, and He shall presently give Me more than 
twelve legions of angels P But how then shall the 
Scripture be fulfilled, that thus it must be ?” 

Could Christ more clearly reveal His Di- 
vinity to His disciples ? If the Lord of the 
angelic hosts gives Himself up into the hands 
of a few sinners, it is not through want of 
power, but from voluntary submission to the 
decree of the Father, fixed from eternity, and 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 

“ In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, 
Are ye come out as against a thief with swords and 
staves for to take Me r I sat daily with you teach- 
ing in the temple, and ye laid no hold on Me. But 
all this was done that the scriptures of the pro- 
phets might be fulfilled/* 

He uses the same language to the multitude 
as to the disciples, but, because they were un- 
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believing. He makes use of human arguments. 
To what end such an array of force against 
One unarmed, Who wishes neither to resist 
nor to fly, on Whom they could daily have 
laid hands in the temple ? He obeys not 
their violence, but His own will. 

“Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled.” 

The resignation of Christ was a cause of 
offence to the disciples. Truly the eyes, not 
only of their body, but of their soul, were yet 
heavy ! 

“And they that had laid hold on Jesus led Him 
away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes 
and the elders were assembled.” 

The Prey was too alluring ; the whole band 
of robbers were assembled together to exult 
over It. 

“ But Peter followed Him afar off unto the high 
priest’s palace, and went in and sat with the ser- 
vants to see the end.” 

In the midst of all his errors, the ardent 
spirit of Peter ever shines forth. He alone 
unsheathes the sword and strikes ; he follows 
the Master from afar ; he penetrates into the 
court of the palace; he mixes with the at- 
tendants — a ray of the supernatural grace that 
descends into his heart ; and this ardent love 
will win for him pre-eminence in the Universal 
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Church : l (" Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
Me more than these? Feed My sheep.”) 

“Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the 
council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put 
Him to death, but found none : yea, though many 
false witnesses came, yet found they none.*’ 

Oh, what a hasty form of justice was this ! 
It is written ; Be wise, ye that are judges in 
the earth. 

“ At the last came two false witnesses, and said, 
This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of 
God and to build it in three days/* 

False testimony ! For Christ had never 
so said : but rather, Destroy this temple, (mean- 
ing the temple of His body,) and in three days 
I will raise it up. And it was a most true 
prophecy, which the impious ones changed 
into a fierce calumny. 

“ And the high priest arose, and said unto Him, 
Answerest Thou nothing P what is it which these 
witness against Thee P” 

Caiaphas ashed an answer not as a justifica- 
tion against the accusation, but as an occasion 
for a fresh calumny. 

“ But Jesus held His peace.” 

Because He knew all defence to be vain, 
even hurtful. 

1 In the original the words are, “ Gli varrk il princi- 
pato della Chiesa Universale.” 
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“ And the high priest answered and said unto 
Him, I adjure Thee by the living God, that Thou 
tell us whether Thou be the Chbist, the Son of 
God.” 

He interrogates Him in this manner, not to 
enlighten his own faith, but to lay for Him a 
deadly snare, and yet he invokes the holy 
name of the living God ! Of what are not 
the envy and the injustice of men capable? 

“ Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said.” 

I have not said it to thee, for thou art not 
worthy to hear it from My mouth ; but thou 
hast said it of thyself. 

44 Nevertheless I say unto you, hereafter shall ye 
see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” 

Notwithstanding that you now see Me before 
you in the character of a criminal, yet the day 
will not tarry that you will see the Son of 
Man return from heaven in His power to 
judge you. Let us take it as said to ourselves, 
as the scribes and elders knew not how to 
profit by it. 

“ Then the high priest rent his clotheB, saying, 
He hath spoken blasphemy ; what further need 
have we of witnesses P Behold now ye have heard 
His blasphemy ; what think ye P” 

What a tender conscience had this man ! * 
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He was nourishing in his bosom the intention 
of* killing the Just unjustly, and meanwhile he 
could not hear this intended blasphemy, with- 
out acting the fanatic, and rending his clothes 
after the manner of the multitude ; an action 
forbidden to the high priest, as it is written 
of him, Vestimenta sua non disrumpet . (Lev. 
xxi. 10.) 

" They answered and said, He is guilty of death.” 

And what other answer could they give, 
since they were met together for the sole 
purpose of coming to this conclusion ? But 
He will come and without delay, who will 
judge all judgments. 

“ Then did they spit in His face, and buffeted 
Him; and others smote Him with the palms of 
their hands, saying, Prophesy unto us, Thou Chbist, 
who is he that smote Thee r” 

That glorious face, which the angels desire 
to behold, is dishonoured, and smitten with so 
much contumely ! Nor does the Evangelist 
conceal it or extenuate it, considering it to the 
great glory of the Ruler of the universe that 
He should for us have endured such affronts. 
Let us continually read this, says S. Chrysos- 
tom, let us write it in our hearts, let us glory 
in it. 

“ Now Peter sat without in the palace ; and a 
damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with 
Jbsus of Galilee.” 

c 
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Peter should either have entered resolutely 
where Jesus was, and have trusted in His 
help, or through diffidence of himself have 
absented himself altogether. This sitting with* 
out to see, these half measures expose ns to 
many small occasions of falling, such as was 
the idle talking of a servant maid, and prove 
destructive to our souls. 

“ But he denied before them all, saying, I know 
not what thou sayest.” 

Notwithstanding that he had been warned 
shortly before by the Master, he had not held 
himself prepared for the assault. He is con- 
fused by the sudden question, he hesitates to 
deny Jesus openly, he attempts to evade doing 
so in general terms, but he has already fallen. 

Let us learn that we are weaker even than he. 

* 

“And when he was gone out into the porch, 
another maid saw him, and said unto them that 
were there. This fellow was also with Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 

It was too late then to go out into the 
porch. He had already given place for temp- 
tation, and he must needs fight. 

“ And again he denied with an oath, I do not 
know the man.” 

The danger increases, the fear for self in- 
creases, and the sin increases. To denial he 
now adds perjury. 




PALM SUNDAY. 



19 



“And after a while came unto him they that 
stood by and said unto Peter, Surely thou also art 
one of them : for thy speech bewrayeth thee.’* 

The matter bears an evil aspect. All this 
troop of servants surround him, accuse him, 
gather proof from his Galilean accent. What 
will Peter do ? 

“ Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, 
I know not tne man.” 

He had set himself in the slippery way, and 
he falls headlong. He mingles oaths and im- 
precations to separate his cause from that of 
his Master. Miserable that I am, for I have 
not the love of Peter, and I find myself each 
day in the same occasions of falling ! 

“And immediately the cock crew. And Peter 
remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto 
him, Before the cock crow thou shalt deny Me 
thrice.** 

Oh infinite mercy of our God ! He uses the 
most simple, and apparently the most natural 
means to reclaim us from the abyss of perdition 
to the way of salvation. 

“And he went out and wept bitterly.'* 

Let us also go out, let us separate ourselves 
at last from the enemies of J esus, and let us 
wash our sins in the bitter tears of penitence. 

“When the morning was come, all the chief 
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S riests and elders of the people took counsel against 
esus to put Him to death. 

The right of execution had been taken from 
the Jews by the Romans, and therefore they 
took counsel among themselves to find some 
other means whereby they might succeed in 
their design to condemn Him to death. 

“ And when they had bound Him, they led Him 
away, and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the 
governor.** 

Because the Roman governor alone could 
legally put Him to death. It was thirst for 
Blood, not respect for Law. 

“ Then Judas, which had betrayed Him, when 
he saw that He was condemned, repented himself, 
and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders, saying, I have sinned in 
that I have betrayed the innocent blood.** 

It appears as if Judas were returning into 
the right way. He repents himself, restores 
the treason-money, overcomes all self-interest, 
confesseth himself to be a sinner, and Christ 
innocent. Will it be a true conversion, like 
that of Peter ? 

“ And they said, What is that to us P See thou 
to that.** 

Thus end the caresses and the protection 
of the wicked ! When they have accomplished 
their aim, when the sin is committed, they 
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protest that they are strangers to all responsi- 
bility. Let him who has done the evil weep 
over it. 

“ And he cast down the pieces of silver in the 
temple, and departed, and went and hanged him- 
self. * 

What was then wanting in the repentance 
of Judas ? Faith in the infinite mercy of God. 
The betrayal was a great sin, but his unbelief 
and desperation were greater. I also have 
sinned ; but Thou, 0 merciful Lord, wilt be 
a propitiation for my sins, for the reason that 
they are many and grievous. 

" And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and 
said, It is not lawful for to put them into the 
treasury, because it is the price of blood/' 

What depravation of conscience ! They 
take it as a sin to retain the price of blood, 
and they have not a moment’s hesitation to 
shed this innocent blood. The honour of how 
many Christians is cast in the same mould ! 

“ And they took counsel, and bought with them 
the potter's field, to bury strangers in. Wherefore 
that field was called, the field of blood, unto this 
day.” 

It came to pass by divine dispensation that 
with the price of the blood of Christ was 
provided the grave, the resting place of pil- 
grims; to point out to us Christians, exiles and 
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pilgrims on this earth, buffeted within and 
without by continual storms, that no other rest 
is prepared for us but in the passion and in 
the death of the Saviour. 

“ Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by 
Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of Him that was 
valued, whom they of the children of Israel did 
value ; and gave them for the potter's field, as the 
Lord appointed me." 

All the minutest particulars of the passion 
of the Redeemer had been decreed by the 
Lord and foretold by the prophets. The 
agreement of the prophecies with the facts 
which are in process of accomplishment, (an 
agreement which the evangelists frequently 
recall in the simplicity of their narrative,) is 
the most splendid demonstration of the truth. 

“And Jesus stood before the governor. And 
the governor asked Him, saying, Art Thou the Xing 
of the Jews P” 

In the Sanhedrim of the scribes and chief 
priests the accusation was that He called Him- 
self the Son of God. Before the tribunal of 
Pilate, who governed Judea in the name of 
Caesar, and who cared little for their religious 
questions, they change their ground, and ac- 
cuse Him of sedition against Caesar, and of 
having called Himself King of the Jews. 

“ And Jesus said unto him, Thou gayest.” 
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He will not give His assent to it, because 
He was not come to take for Himself the ma- 
terial kingdom of Judea, as was imputed to 
Him : nor will He deny it, because He was 
King not of the Jews only, but of all men also, 
and of the angels, and of all creatures. 

“ And when He was accused of the chief priests 
and elders, He answered nothing.” 

He had already answered them the evening 
before in the wicked assembly before which 
He had been cited, and it had only availed to 
afford fresh matter for calumny and injustice. 
Now He does not answer in order not to ag- 
gravate their sin. 

“ Then said Pilate unto Him, Hearest Thou not 
how many things they witness against Thee P And 
He answered him to never a word ; insomuch that 
the governor marvelled greatly.” 

He does not answer Pilate, perhaps, says 
S. Jerome, lest by justifying Himself, He 
should be set at liberty by him, and that thus 
the benefits of the Cross should be deferred. 
And at this the governor marvelled greatly, 
that having it in His power He did not provide 
for His release. 

“ Now at that feast the governor was wont to re- 
lease unto the people a prisoner, whom they would. 
And they had then a notable prisoner, called Bar- 
abbas.” 
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It was not a law, but a custom introduced 
by the governor to render himself acceptable 
to the people. And he endeavoured to avail 
himself of it on this occasion in order to with- 
draw Jesus from the judgment of the chief 
priests and elders, His declared enemies, and 
to entrust Him to that of the people, who, he 
hoped, must of necessity be grateful and be- 
holden to Him. 

“ Therefore when they were gathered together, 
Pilate said unto them, Whom wm ye that I release 
unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus, which is called 
Chbist P” 

What humiliation for Jesus to be put on an 
equality with Barabbas, an egregious male- 
factor ! Let us constrain our pride to witness 
this spectacle, our pride that fills us with such 
distorted and strange judgments as to the value 
of our honour, of what is due to it, and much 
more besides. 

“ For he knew that for envy they had delivered . 
Him. When he was set down on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou no- 
thing to do with that just Man : for I have suffered 
many things this day in a dream because of Him.” 

In Pilate and in his wife, who acknowledge 
the innocence of Christ, the one by the judg- 
ment of his reason on the envy of His calum- 
niators, the other by the feelings of her heart, 
by visions and by sufferings, is represented the/ 
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people of the Gentiles, bearing witness to the 
Redeemer. 

“ But the chief priests and elders persuaded the 
multitude that they should ask Barabbas and de- 
stroy Jesus/* 

It is indeed true that the severest chastise- 
ment that God can send upon a people is to 
give it a wicked priesthood. When the shep- 
herd becomes a wolf, who shall save the sheep ? 

“ The governor answered and said unto them : 
Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto 
youP’* 

The governor was one of those men of 
middle courses, with whom our age abounds. 
He had known the whole plot, and instead of 
passing a decisive and just sentence, he has 
recourse to a base and iniquitous expedient, 
which left him in a worse difficulty than before. 

“ They said, Barabbas.** 

Fruit of the wickedness of the chief priests 
and elders ! 

“ Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then 
with Jesus which is called Chbist P** 

He asks the multitude what he shall do with 
Him. Are then the accusers themselves to 
pronounce the sentence ? Did Pilate think 
perhaps to justify himself by deserting his 
rightful office ? 
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“ They all say unto him, Let Him be crucified.” 

Amongst all this clamorous multitude, who 
knows how many had been benefited, healed, 
and fed by Christ ? See the power of evil 
suggestions, of human considerations, and of 
the forsaking of the eternal principles of jus- 
tice and truthfulness. 

“ And the governor said, Why, what evil hath 
He doneP” 

If He hath done no evil, why dost thou de- 
liver Him, 0 cowardly governor, to the mercy 
of calumniators and murderers ? 

“ But they cried out the more, saying, Let Him 
be crucified.” 

To the inquiry. What evil hath He done ? 
answers the cry louder still, “To the Cross, 
to the Cross answers that is, not reason, but 
anger and vengeance. When passion is awak- 
ened, inflamed, unbridled, it becomes mad like 
a wild beast, and is quenched only in blood. 
The heart of man is ever the same. 

“ When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, 
but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, 
and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, 
I am innocent of the blood of this Just Person : see 
ye to it.” 

Woe to those who, like Pilate, fear man more 
than God and their own conscience ! Of as 
much avail to the wicked, are the outward 
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semblances of justice, as was to him this Pha- 
risaical washing. Did all the water which he 
poured on his hands, and the protestation of 
his own innocence, blot out from his soul the 
stain of blood ? By no means. Not in the 
smallest degree. 

“Then answered all the people and said, His 
blood be on us, and on our children.” 

This unbelieving and gainsaying people 
willed thus to fill up the measure of their 
forefathers, making themselves guilty not only 
of the blood of the prophets, but of that of 
Christ also. And they confirmed at the same 
time the word of the Redeemer, that on them 
should come the innocent blood that had been 
shed in the earth, beginning from the blood of 
righteous Abel. 

“ Then released he Barabbas unto them : and 
when he had scourged J bsus he delivered Him to 
be crucified.” 

One single word, “ flagellatum,” does the 
Evangelist write, to indicate the small account 
in which Pilate held that fierce torment in- 
flicted on the Innocent. But this single word 
contains an abyss of suffering. It contains 
the nakedness of the virginal Body of Jesus, 
the thousands of stripes that lacerated His 
delicate Limbs, the wounds opened on His 
Person, so that from the Sole of the Foot to 
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the Crown of the Head there was no whole 
part : it contains sufferings heaped on suffer- 
ings, and the being so marred that in Him no 
comeliness remaineth. 

“ Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus 
into the common hall, and gathered unto Him the 
whole band of soldiers. And they stripped Him, 
and put on Him a scarlet robe, and when they had 
platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, 
and a reed in His right hand : and they bowed the 
knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying. Hail, 
King of the Jews !” 

Oh, King of the Jews ! oh. King of kings, 
and Lord of lords ! even under this aspect of 
sacrilegious mockery I adore Thee, my King 
and my God, and I reverently bend the knees 
of my soul and of my body ! I pray Thee have 
mercy on me when Thou shalt return on the 
clouds of heaven in power and great glory ! 

“ And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, and 
smote Him on the head.” 

And the smallest disrespectful action of one 
of our brethren is sufficient to excite us to 
anger ! What are our sorrows compared with 
those of the Redeemer ? 

“And after that they had mocked Him, they 
took the robe off from Him, and put His own rai- 
ment on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.” 

What torture for that wounded Body, to 
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have His clothing thus frequently torn off and 
put on again in haste ! Humble thyself, 0 
Christian, for thy luxuriousness. 

“ And as they came out, they found a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name : him they compelled to 
bear His Cross.” 

They thought to do shame and violence to 
this stranger, and they bestowed on him the 
greatest good and honour that through them 
was possible. Who does not envy the Cy- 
renian, to whose lot fell the happiness of help- 
ing the King of Heaven to carry His Cross ? 

“ And when they were come unto a place called 
Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull.” 

This was the place where those condemned 
to be beheaded were executed; and Christ 
willed to be put to death there, in order there 
to satisfy the sentence of condemnation passed 
upon all humanity. 

“ They gave Him vinegar to drink mingled with 
gall ; and when He had tasted thereof, He would 
not drink.” 

Here is mystery. For He must of neces- 
sity taste the bitterness of death, but not re- 
main in it long, having to rise again on the 
third day. 

“ And they crucified Him, and parted His gar- 
ments, casting lots : that it might be fulfilled which 
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was spoken by the prophet, They parted My gar- 
ments among them, and upon My vesture did they 
cast lots.” 

Let heretics and schismatics, avowed as well 
as hidden, hear this ; they who make it their 
work to divide the vesture of Christ, which 
is the Church, and yet cease not to proclaim 
themselves Christians. Such rending can only 
be perpetrated by those who have already cru- 
cified Jesus. 

“And sitting down, they watched Him there; 
and set up over His head His accusation, written, 
This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

By Divine ordinance was this inscription 
placed over His head, to denote to the Jews 
that not even by putting Him to death had 
they been able to prevent Him from being 
their King. For the Cross did not deprive 
Him of His dominion, but rather confirmed it 
to Him. 

“ Then were there two thieves crucified with Him, 
one on the right hand, and another on the left.” 

These symbolise the entire human race, 
which is called to the Sacrament of the Pas- 
sion of the Lord, divided on the right and 
on the left, according to the difference between 
the faithful and the wicked. 

“ And they that passed by reviled Him, wagging 
their heads, and saying, Tnou that destroyest the 
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Temple and buildest it in three days, save Thyself. 
If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the 
Cross/* 

For the very reason that He is the Son of 
God, He does not come down from the Cross, 
since for this alone is He come from heaven 
into the world, to die upon the Cross for us. 
Blessed be Thy love, 0 Jesus, that made Thee 
endure so many outrages and blasphemies for 
our salvation. 

“ Likewise also the chief priests mocking Him, 
with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others, 
Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of 
Israel, let Him now come down from the Cross, 
and we will believe Him/* 

What ignorance of the law and the prophets 
is there in these words ! Where had it ever 
been foretold that the future King of Israel 
should come down from the Cross ? It is in- 
deed written that the Lord would reign from 
the tree. 1 What falsehood 1 They promised 
to believe Him if He came down from the 
Cross, and they did not believe Him when He 
rose from the grave, which was a greater 
miracle. 

“ He trusted in God ; let Him deliver Him now, 
if He will have Him. For He said, I am the Son 
of God.** 

What malice ! Does trusting in God, being 
1 Pb. xcvi. 10, Old Italic version. 
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the Son of God, signify deliverance from tem- 
poral trials; or does it not rather mean the 
triumph of grace in the midst of suffering and 
of these very trials ? 

“The thieves also, which were crucified with 
Him, cast the same in His teeth." 

Not even their punishment, or the near ap- 
proach of death, had served to diminish the 
wickedness of these men. Woe to him who 
does not take care for his soul in time ! 

“ Now from the sixth hour there was darkness 
over all the land unto the ninth hour." 

In the same manner is there darkness in 
our souls, when we crucify Christ anew 
within ourselves. 

“ And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a 
loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani P that 
is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me P” 

He cried with a loud voice, that all the 
afflicted in the whole world should hear, that 
even He, for their comfort, willed to endure to 
be forsaken of His Father. Not that God 
had really forsaken His Son, or any of the 
righteous ; but because He often visits a soul 
with a sense of desolation, and it then ima- 
gines itself destitute of all aid, human or 
Divine. 
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“ Some of them that stood there, when they heard 
that, said. This man calleth for Elias.** 

This saying, full of so much love, is turned 
by them to a cause of . mockery l When such 
darkness falls upon the mind and heart, man 
loses all feeling of humanity, and becomes 
worse than the beasts. 

“ And straightway one of them ran, and took a 
sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a 
reed, and gave Him to drink." 

It is not the unbelievers who give Christ 
vinegar to drink, bnt those Christians who, 
invited by Him Who is the True Vine to drink 
and transport themselves with the most pure 
wine of the Divine Word, which gladdens the 
heart, adulterate rather that wine with their false 
doctrines, and corrupt it with their evil works. 

“ The rest said, Let be ; let us see whether Elias 
will come to save Him." 

They insult Him with their very compas- 
sion f This entire scene round the Cross has a 
diabolical character, that reveals the struggle 
of bell against the Man- God. 

" Jbbus, when He had cried again with a loud 
voice, yielded up the ghost.*’ 

Praise, thanksgiving, blessing be unto Thine 
infinite mercy, 0 my Jesus, that Thou didst 
voluntarily yield up Thy Spirit for our salva- 
tion f For Thou Thyself hast said^ " No man 

D 
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taketh My life from Me ; but I lay It down, 
that I might take It again. 91 

“ And behold, the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom.** 

In the Passion of Christ the veil was rent 
that concealed all mysteries from the begin- 
ning to the end of the world, and His disciples 
acquired spiritual eyes to see all that had been 
hidden before Christ. 

“ And the earth did quake, and the rocks rent, 
and the graves were opened ; and many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose.** 

At the renewal at this season of the memory 
of the death of the Redeemer, is not the earth 
of thy flesh convulsed, 0 Christian, with un- 
accustomed trembling? Does not a shiver, 
a chill run through thy frame ? Is not this 
heart of stone rent within thy bosom ? Dost 
thou not feel as it were a gravestone which 
before oppressed thee upraised from off thy 
soul, and an awakening to new life from thy 
deathlike lethargy. 

“ And came out of the graves after His Resur- 
rection, and went into the Holy City, and appeared 
unto many.’* 

Come thou out also from the grave of thy 
sins, from the grave of thy coldness; follow 
the Risen Lord, and come into the Holy City, 
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laving thy conversation in heaven, before the 
multitude of His angels and of His saints. 

“Now when the centurion and they that were 
with him watching Je&us, saw the earthquake, and 
those things that were done, they feared greatly, 
saying, Truly this was the Son of God.” 

Such wonders as the rending of the most 
obstinate hearts, which are worked yet in 
these days by meditation on the Passion of 
Christ, move even unbelievers, when they 
are of honest purpose, to admiration and awe, 
and constrain them to acknowledge and to 
confess the hand of God. 

“ And many women were there beholding afar off, 
which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering 
unto Him; among which was Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the 
mother of Zebedee’s children.” 

Truly Jesus is the God of humility ! In 
the solemn moment in which the redemption 
of the world was being accomplished. He 
willed not to receive the homage either of 
the elect people or of the disciples, although 
chosen to be the princes of the Church ; but He 
desired only the compassion of a few ignorant 
foreign soldiers, and of a small number of 
timid women of mean condition. 

“When the even was come, there came a rich 
man of Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was 
Jesus’ disciple. He went to Pilate, and begged the 
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Body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the Body 
to be delivered.** 

Wonderful dispensation of Providence ! Jo- 
seph of Arimathea, a man well known and 
honoured for riches and public position, hitherto 
a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of 
the Jews ; now that his authority is requisite 
to obtain from Pilate the Body of Jesus, 
overcomes all repugnance, presents himself 
openly, and casts fear away from his soul 
at the very moment when, according to human 
judgment, there appeared to be most cause for 
dread, and when, indeed, all the followers of 
the Redeemer feared greatly. 

“And when Joseph had taken the Body, he 
wrapped It in a clean linen cloth, and laid It in hia 
own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the 
rock.** 

The clean linen elotb is the upright mind 
and the pure heart of him who receives within 
himself the most holy Body of Christ ; Who 
had not even a fitting sepulchre, as He bad not 
in life had where to lay Hia head. 

“ And he rolled a great stone to the door of the 
sepulchre, and departed.*' 

When we have received into our soul, the 
Body of Christ, let us jealously guard our 
treasure. Let m carefully close up the en- 
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trance of our heart, that none of His and our 
enemies may be able to come and take Him 
from us. 

** And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other 
Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.** 

All departed, and only these holy women 
remained over against the sepulchre, kept 
back by greater love, and by a more lively 
faith in the promises of Jesus. They merited 
by this to see His Resurrection. Let us also 
remain in company with them near to the 
Holy Sepulchre, and let us remember that he 
who perseveres unto the end shall be saved. 

“Now the next day, that followed the day of 
the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came 
together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that 
that deceiver said, while He was yet alive, After 
three days I will rise again.’* 

Does not your blood curdle ? Do you not 
feel loathing and indignation within you at 
seeing this generation of vipers reappear upon 
the * scene ? By their devices the vital union 
in Christ has been dissolved and against 
this lifeless Body they still continue to direct 
their fury, as well as to malign His memory. 

“Command, therefore, that the sepulchre be 
made sure until the third day, lest His disciples 
come by night and steal Him away, and say unto 
the people, He is risen from the dead : so the last 
error shall be worse than the first.” 
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Observe the pride ! The Divine Master is 
declared a deceiver, the disciples impostors and 
thieves, the faithful people ignorant. In truth, 
without knowing it they judged themselves 
rightly ! This their last error was worse than 
the first. A.S soon as Christ was dead, the 
centurion, and the soldiers, who were Gentiles, 
confessed Him ; the rocks were rent ; but 
greater grew their blindness and hardness. 

“ Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch ; go 
your way, make it as sure as ye can.” 

This was an abrupt manner of dismissing 
them, to free himself of their presence, without 
concealing the horror in which he had come to 
hold them. 

“ So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, 
sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” 

The greater the care they bestowed on seal- 
ing and watching the sepulchre, so much the 
surer proof were they preparing of the truth 
of the resurrection. Let us gather therefrom 
this final lesson, that there is no knowledge, 
there is no prudence against the Lord ; and 
that as the sufferings and the ignominy of the 
cross issued in the joy of the resurrection, and 
in the triumph of the heavens, so the continual 
mutability of human events, ends at last in the 
supreme glorification of the holy name of God. 



Digitized by Google 



JHonfcag ant) Euestiag in ©Dig ®Keeft. 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 

ACCORDING TO S. MARK. 



How much did Christ suffer ! And yet 
there is that which is behind in His afflictions 
which we must fill up in ourselves, bearing, as 
did the apostle, in our bodies the marks of the 
Lord Jesus. 



“ After two days was the feast of the Passover, 
and of unleavened bread : and the chief priests and 
the scribes sought how they might take Him by 
craft, and put Him to death.” 



The life of the righteous man is a continual 
reproach to the wicked, who to free themselves 
from them do not despise treacheries and 
crimes. Let us beware betimes of envy and 
jealousy, for when these have laid their nest 
in our heart, they cause even the chief priests 
and the doctors of the law to fall. 



“ But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there 
be an uproar of the people.” 

Fear not, 0 scribes, the people will not 
rise in tumult. When Christ healed its 
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sicknesses and miraculously satisfied its hunger 
then the multitude proclaimed Him King and 
Prophet. When they shall see Him fallen 
into your hands, they will unite themselves to 
you in crying out for His crucifixion. 

"And being in Bethany, in the house of Simon 
. the leper, as He sat at meat, there came a woman 
having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard 
very precious ; and she brake the box, and poured 
it on His head.** 

Let us also break the alabaster of our hearts, 
that tears of contrition may flow therefrom, 
for they are a most precious ointment that is 
poured upon the head of Jesus. 

"And there were some that had indignation 
within themselves, and said, Why was this waste 
of the ointment made P M 

Many among Christians still think that 
wasted which is given to Christ, whether for 
the splendour of His worship, or for the 
maintenance of His poor. These are the 
descendants of Judas. 

"For it might have been sold for more than 
three hundred pence, and have been given to the 
poor. And they murmured against her/* 

The workers of iniquity exalt philanthropy 
with their words, but they betray themselves 
by their empty deeds of charity. They murmur 
against the righteous, they slander them, they 
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will not leave them in peace, they continually 
vex them. 

" And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble 
ye her P She hath wrought a good work on Me.** 

The woman did not defend herself, but she 
was defended by Jesus who alone avenges 
the poor, and justifies the calumniated. 

“For ye have the poor with you always, and 
whensoever ye will ye may do them good : out Me 
ye have not always/’ 

Would that we had always the will to do 
good to the poor, as we nave always the 
opportunity ! Let us not at least drive them 
from us with harsh words, remembering that 
it is written, A good word is of more value 
than a gift. 

“ She hath done what she could, she is oome 
a forehand to anoint My Body to the burying.” 

As if He had said. How dost thou dare to 
rebuke this woman, who, being unable to do 
aught else, prepares My Body for the burial 
with this ointment, thou, who dost meditate 
within thyself to consign this very body to 
death ? 

“ Verily I say unto you. Wheresoever this Gospel 
shall be preached throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a me- 
morial of her.” 

Not only as a memorial of this loving woman, 
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is that which she did told in the whole world, 
but also that which the covetous disciple mur- 
mured against her is told as a memorial of him. 
Reproach as well as praise frequently serves as 
an instrument of God’s justice. 

“ And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went 
unto the chief priests, to betray Him unto them.’* 

Not invited, not constrained, but sponta- 
neously he went to make the offer of himself. 
Unless indeed it may be said more truly, that 
he was drawn by envy, by spite, by avarice. 
Passion unrestrained when it is in our power, 
obtains the mastery over the soul, and leads it 
inexorably to ruin. 

“ And when they heard it, they were glad, and 
promised to give him money/’ 

This is all the recompense that the world 
can give, money 1 But peace it cannot give, 
that peace which passeth all understanding, 
and in comparison with which gold is worse 
than dirt. 

“ And he sought how he might conveniently be- 
tray Him.” 

He had abundant leisure to reflect, and to 
withdraw his foot from the rash step ; but he 
spent his time instead in better assuring the 
success of his criminal designs. 

“ And the first day of unleavened bread, when 
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they killed the passover, His disciples said unto 
Him, Where wilt Thou that we go and prepare 
that Thou mayest eat the passover P” 

It is a preeept of the law that is in question ; 
and yet they inquire of the Master what is His 
will. For the merit of obedience does not con- 
sist in the actual work, but in fulfilling the 
will of God who commands it. 

“ And He sendeth forth two of His disciples, and 
saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall 
meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water ; follow 
him.” 

He who desires to celebrate the Passover 
with Christ, must enter into the city, that is, 
into the Church, and follow the teachings of 
her ministers who carry in frail vessels the 
waters of grace, the laver of the Sacrament of 
Baptism. 

“And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the 
good man of the house, The Master saith, Where is 
the guest-chamber, where I shall eat the passover 
with My disciples P And he will show you a large 
upper room furnished and prepared: there make 
ready for us.” 

Is not the power of dominion in the Person 
of Christ, Lord of the universe, and sove- 
reign disposer of hearts, apparent in these 
words of prophecy ? 

“And His disciples went forth, and came into 
the city, and found as He had said unto them : and 
they made ready the passover.” 
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And as such His disciples acknowledged 
Him. They did not ask, And if the good 
man of the house will not receive us 5 and if 
he inquires, Who is this Master who thus dis- 
penses with all ceremony ? Without replying, 
immediately they departed, went to the city, 
found according to His words, and made ready. 
Noble example of obedience, governed by trust 
in God, not by human prudence 1 

“ And in the evening He cometh with the twelve. 
And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily, I 
say unto you, One of you which eateth with Me 
shall betray Me." 

If it had been Mine enemy who had betrayed 
Me, I could have borne it in peace ; but one 
of you, who eateth with Me ! but thou. My 
friend (as he had foretold by the mouth of 
David) who didst take with Me sweet refresh- 
ment ! 

M And they began to be sorrowful, and to say 
unto Him one by one, Is it I P and another said. Is 
itir 

The fear of sinning made the good disciples 
sorrowful, not so Judas. Blessed he who mis- 
trusts himself, and doubts that be himself may 
be the traitor ! Such humility will be his 
strength. 

“ And He answered and said nnto them, It is one 
of the twelve, that dippeth with Me in the dish.'* 
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This shows that the others were so troubled 
that they withdrew immediately their hands 
from the table. There remained in the dish 
only the band of Christ because of the se- 
renity of betrayed innocence, and the hand of 
Judas through the shamelessness of treachery. 

“ The Son of Man indeed goeth, as it is written 
of Him.” 

He need not have gone ; but He goes spon- 
taneously in order to conform Himself to the 
will of the Father. 

“ But woe to that man by whom the Son of Man 
is betrayed ! Good were it for that man if he had 
never been bom.” 

Better is it not to be born again to Christ 
through the grace of vocation, than to betray 
Him by apostasy. A more lenient sentence 
will be given to unbelieving Tyre and Sidon 
in the last day, than to the Holy City, Jeru- 
salem. 

“And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, 
Take, eat this is My Body.” 

Christ, the Eternal High Priest, unites to- 
gether the two sacrifices of the* old and of the 
new law. He first eats the lamb of the Mosaic 
passover,and immediately after offers the lamb 
of our Passover* His own Body to be immolated 
for us. 
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“ And He took the cup, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them: and they all drank 
of it.” 

They all drank of it ; even Judas. But it 
availed him not for good. To him who ap- 
proaches without having emptied his heart of 
all hatred, this cup turns to poison. 

“ And He said unto them, This is My blood of 
the New Testament, which is shed for many. Ve- 
rily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit 
of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.” 

Oh, excellence of the New Testament, con- 
secrated not by the blood of goats and calves, 
as was the old one, but by the blood of the 
mystical Lamb Christ Jesus, who refreshes us 
pilgrims at the fount of consolation, and will 
satisfy us with His pleasures as out of a river 
in the kingdom of God. 

" And when they had sung a hymn, they went 
out into the mount of Olives.” 

After having partaken of food for the body, 
and much more after having partaken of that 
of the soul, let us sing a hymn, or let us 
thank God, before we go out to our affairs, as 
did Jesus Christ and His disciples. 

“And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be 
offended because of Me this night : for it is written, 
I will smite the shepherd, ana the sheep shall be 
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scattered. But after that I am risen I will go before 
you into Galilee/’ 

After His resurrection our good Shepherd 
cannot again be smitten. Let not His sheep 
fear that they will be again scattered ; but it 
is needful that they should not of themselves 
stray from their shepherd, who ever keeps His 
flock assembled around Him, in the pastures 
of eternal life. 

“ But Peter said unto Him, Although all shall 
be offended, yet will not I." 

Simon Peter really loved Jesus more than 
the rest of his companions, but this love, al- 
though most ardent, was not yet strengthened 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

“And Jesus saith unto him. Verily, I say unto 
thee, that this day, even in this night, before the 
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice.” 

And thus was the triple denial to take place 
in the night, when the darkness forbids work, 
and before the crowing of the cock, herald of 
the light. 

“ But he spake the more vehemently, If I should 
die with Thee, I will not deny Thee in any wise. 
Likewise also said they all.” 

Just because they had not even understand- 
ing of these truths, did Peter persist, and they 
all echoed him. 

“ And they came to a place which was named 
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Gethsemane ; and He saith to His disciples, Sit ye 
here, while I shall pray.” 

He prays, to prepare Himself for His Passion : 
they may remain in peace, and can sit and wait. 

“And He taketh with Him Peter, and James, 
and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be 
very heavy ; and saith unto them, My soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful unto death : tarry ye here, and 
watch.” 

Peter, James, and John bad been witnesses 
on the mount of the Transfiguration of the 
Son of God ; they may, therefore, now venture 
to be present at the Agony of the Son of Man. 
We also know that He is the well-beloved Son 
of God, in Whom the Father was well 
pleased ; let us not, therefore, be offended by 
His sorrowfulness, which He voluntarily en- 
dured for our consolation. ^ 

“ And He went forward a little, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
hour might pass from Him. And He said, Abba, 
Father, all things are possible unto Thee ; take 
away this cup from me. Nevertheless, not what I 
will, but what Thou wilt.” 

God is our Father, and all things are pos* 
sible unto Him. He has, then, the will and 
the power to save us from all tribulation. Let 
us allow ourselves to be led by Him in the 
way which He has destined for us, whether of 
evil repute or of good repute, whether of sick- 
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ness or of health, whether of misery or of com- 
fort ; for He will soon lead os to consolation 
and to glory. 

“ And He cometh and findeth them sleeping, and 
saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thouP Couldest 
not thou watch one hour P” 

How much affection is there in these few 
words, addressed to Simon in particular ! — to 
Simon sleeping, not to Peter, the watchful 
shepherd of his dock; to Simon, who just 
now had made such vehement promises, and 
had not been able to remain awake for even 
one hour. 

“ Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into tempta- 
tion. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is 
weak.” 

To shake off the sloth of the disciples. He 
reminds them of the weakness of human na- 
ture. This nature must be born again and 
renewed by grace, in order to come out vic- 
torious from temptation. 

“And again He went away and prayed, and 
spake the same words ; and when He returned He 
found them asleep again, (for their eyes were 
heavy ;) neither wist they what to answer Him.” 

How could they answer Him that their eyes 
were heavy, that the flesh was weak, when 
just for that reason He had warned them to 
watch and pray ? 

E 
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" And He cometh the third time, and saith unto 
them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is 
enough, the hour is come ; behold, the Son of Man 
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, let 
us go ; lo, he that betray eth Me is at hand.” 

Three times did He interrupt His prayer to 
help the weakness of the disciples; but in 
vain. Sleep on, then, at your ease, and rest 
in peace. He will not yet despair of them. 
Rise, behold, here cometh the traitor; the 
presence of danger will not fail to wake them ! 

“ And immediately, while He yet spake, cometh 
Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great mul- 
titude with swords and staves, from the chief priests 
and the scribes and the elders.” 

In what worthy company came Judas, he who 
had had hitherto the Apostles and the Re- 
deemer for companions ! 

“ And he that betrayed Him had given them a 
token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same 
is He ; take Him, and lead Him away safely.” 

He feared then that He might escape out 
of their hands ; because, perhaps, having seen 
so many of His miracles, he believed Him to 
be invulnerable, or a sorcerer ; or because he 
wished to insure his obtaining the covenanted 
reward. Insane and wretched traitor ! 

“ And as soon as he was come, he goeth straight- 
way to Him, and saith, Master, Master ; and kissed 
Him.” 
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Yet more insane and more wretched, in 
that he thought, by the greeting of a disciple, 
by the kiss of a friend, to hide from the eye of 
Christ his treachery, and, as it were, to ap- 
pear unconnected with the tumultuous band 
that followed him. 

“ And they laid their hands on Him, and took 
Him.” 

The angels of peace wept bitterly at such 
a spectacle, and restrained their indignation 
within their breasts in reverence to the Divine 
pleasure. 

“ And one of them that stood by drew a sword, 
and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut off 
his ear.” 

But weak humanity was unable to contain 
itself, because it cannot immediately conform 
itself to the mysterious reasons of Divine wis- 
dom. 

“And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are 
ye come out as against a thief, with swords and 
with staves to take Me ? I was daily with you in 
the temple teaching, and ye took Me not : but the 
Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 

These few words were a whole sermon to 
that blind multitude. The Scriptures were 
familiar to them, and their fulfilment in His 
Person should have opened their eyes. 

“ And they all forsook Him, and fied. And there 
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followed Him a certain young man, having a linen 
cloth cast about his naked body ; and the young 
men laid hold on him : and he left the linen cloth, 
and fled from them naked.'* 

All fly from Jesus in the time of tempta- 
tion, even the nearest and most beloved, as 
was this young man, who was, according to 
some, James, the younger brother of the 
Lord ; according to others, John the disciple, 
whom He loved. But let us remember that 
all returned to Him later, and courageously 
laid down their lives for Him. 

“ And they led Jesus away to the high priest : 
and with him were assembled all the chief priests 
and the elders and the scribes." 

Not through zeal for their ministry were 
they assembled, but through the desire for 
vengeance. 

“ And Peter followed Him afar off, even into the 
palace of the high priest ; and he sat with the ser- 
vants, and warmed himself at the Are." 

He followed Him, but from afar ; he en- 
tered, but he remained with the servants. He 
was divided between love and fear. This he- 
sitation cannot last, for no one can serve two 
masters. 

“ And the chief priests and all tl$e council sought 
for witness against J esus to put Him to death ; and 
found none. For many bare false witness against 
Him, but their witness agreed not together." 
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Truth is one ; falsehood is always fickle and 
contradictory. Passion often makes us love 
darkness rather than light. 

“ And there arose certain, and hare false witness 
against Him, saying, We heard Him say, I will 
destroy this temple that is made with hands, and 
within three days I will build another made with- 
out hands. But neither so did their witness agree 
together.” 

There was in this accusation a vestige of 
truth, but disfigured and distorted into a 
contrary sense, as is usual with all fabrica- 
tions of errors and calumnies. Christ had 
said, 4C Destroy ” not “I will destroy;” nor 
had He spoken of a temple made with hands, 
or made without hands. Two little words 
changed are sufficient to change to blasphemy 
the words of God. 

" And the high priest stood up in the midst, and 
asked Jesus, saying, Answerest Thou nothing P 
What is it which these witness against Thee P” 

The high priest perceives the difficult posi- 
tion, and attempts to escape from it, by turning 
himself directly to Jesus. 

“ But He held His peace, and answered nothing.” 

What dignity, what wisdom, what reproach 
in this silence I 

“ Again the high priest asked Him, and said 
unto Him, Art Thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed P” 
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It was to this that he wished to lead Him 
from the first. Impatience at last betrays him. 

“And Jesus said, I am; and ye shall see the 
Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven.** 

The real question being put, and being law- 
fully interrogated, He can only answer the 
truth, although He knows that it will not 
benefit them, and will considerably injure 
Himself. Here is an opportunity of glorifying 
God, purely for love of God. 

“ Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith. 
What need we any further witnesses P Ye have 
heard the blasphemy : what think ye P’* 

He could hardly believe it true that he was 
freed from the false witnesses, who were on 
the point of damaging the whole cause. He 
set himself, impostor that he was, to cry 
blasphemy, to show himself grieved by the 
offence against God, to ask the counsel of 
others in so grave a case. Let us pray the 
Lord never to permit that passion should 
thus dim the clearness of our intellect. 

“ And they all condemned Him to be guilty of 
death.** 

What a contrast between the fury of the 
high priest, and the frozen impassibility of 
these others ! But whom did they wish to 
deceive with this comedy ? 
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“ And some began to spit on Him, and to cover 
His face, and to buffet Hiin, and to say unto Him, 
Prophesy; and the servants did strike Him with 
the palms of their hands/' 

At length they throw off the mask, and 
abandon themselves to their inhuman rage, to 
the basest vengeance. Nor was their covering 
His face without its mysterious significance, 
indicating that they voluntarily hid themselves 
from the light of truth. 

“ And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there 
cometh one of the maids of the high priest : and 
when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked 
upon him and said. And thou also wast with Jesus 
oi Nazareth.” 

The being with Jesus of Nazareth was an 
accusation in the presence of the wicked ; it 
would have been a commendation in the pre- 
sence of the righteous. Behold the great 
danger of evil associates. 

“But he denied, saying, I know not, neither 
understand I what thou sayest.” 

He denied, before a servant maid, Him, 
Whom later on he was to confess in the pre- 
sence of the princes of the earth, and in the 
midst of torments. But the Holy Spirit had 
then made of him a new man. 

“ And he went out into the porch, and the cock 
crew.” 
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He took no heed the first time of the cock 
crowing, as we too frequently heed not the 
divine warnings which are sent to us in the 
order of nature. 

“ And a maid saw him again, and began to say 
to them that stood by, This is one of them. Ana 
he denied it again.” 

He denied Jesus in denying that he was 
among the number of His followers. He who 
is ashamed of the practice of religion, he who 
is ashamed to fulfil his duties, is ashamed of 
Jesus Himself ; and of him Jesus will in 
His turn be ashamed in the presence of His 
Father. 

“ And a little after they that stood by said again 
to Peter, Surely thou art one of them, for thou art 
a Galilean, and thy speech agreeth thereto.” 

It is no longer this or that woman, but 
many men who turn together against him. It 
is thus that by little and little rare occasions 
become more frequent, slight faults become 
grave sins, solitary falls habitual death of the 
soul. 

“ But he began to curse and to swear, saying, 
I know not this Man of whom ye speak. And the 
second time the cock crew.” 

In the crowing of the cock is symbolized 
the call to repentance which God makes to us 
by means of so many voices internal and 
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external. He called Peter after the first false- 
hood, He calls him now immediately after the 
perjury, as He had promised.' He is truly 
long-suffering, and very merciful and true. 

“ And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus 
said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou 
shalt deny Me thrice. And when he thought 
thereon he wept.” 

S. Peter did not delay his repentance ; but 
he began straightway to weep when he remem- 
bered the word of Jesus. When we are fallen 
let us rise up again quickly, that our sins may 
not multiply, and that our soul may not linger 
in iniquity. 

“ And straightway in the morning the chief priests 
held a consultation with the elders and scribes and 
the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried 
Him away, and delivered Him to Pilate.” 

Oh, justice of God that renders to every one 
according to his works ! They delivered Him 
to Pilate, that is, into the power of the Romans, 
and ere long God delivered them, and the 
Holy city and all the people, to the sword, to 
destruction, to dispersion at the hand of these 
same Romans. 

“ And Pilate asked Him, Art Thou the King of 
the Jews P” 

Many years had not passed, and Pilate found 
himself once more before Jesus in eternity, and 
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then he knew Him to be not only King of the 
Jews, but King of kings and Lord and Judge 
of the quick and the dead. 

“ And He answering, said unto him, Thou say- 
est it.” 

When the multitude wished to proclaim 
Him king, He withdrew Himself from them, 
for an example of humility. To-day when to 
deny that He was a king might save His life, 
He cares not to do it, for an example of self- 
abnegation. 

“And the chief priests accused Him of many 
things : but He answered nothing.” 

In so innocent a life where did they find so 
many heads of accusation ? There where all 
calumniators find them ; in their own malice. 

“ And Pilate asked Him again, saying, Answerest 
Thou nothing]? Behold how many things they wit- 
ness against Thee.” 

Pilate well understood that the very multi- 
tude of the accusations proved their falsity, and 
that it would be easy for Christ to justify 
Himself. Therefore he incited Him to answer. 

“ But Jesus yet answered nothing ; so that Pilate 
marvelled.” 

And well might Pilate be astonished. For 
the mind of the poor heathen filled only with 
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thoughts of his own profit, was not capable of 
conceiving the idea of so noble a sacrifice. 

“Now at that feast he released unto them one 
prisoner, whomsoever they desired/* 

To conciliate the love of the rabble, he 
exercised mercy every year. And yet to save 
the Innocent One, and with Him, his own con- 
science, he now had neither justice nor mercy. 

“ And there was one named Barabbas, which lay 
bound with them that had made insurrection with 
him, who had committed murder in the insurrec- 
tion.** 

What a noble character was this man ! A 
rebel and a murderer I Let us remember his 
good qualities, for soon they are to win for 
him the preference over the Son of God in the 
estimation of the people. 

“ And the multitude crying aloud began to desire 
him to do as he had ever done unto them.** 

Behold on the one hand the souls of the 
multitude spontaneously inclined to mercy. 

“ But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that 
I release unto the King of the Jews r* 

Behold on the other hand the soul of the 
judge ready to seize the opportunity of exer- 
cising mercy. 

“ For he knew that the chief priests had delivered 
Him for envy.** 
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Moreover this mercy was mere justice, con- 
sidering the innocence of the Accused. It 
seems then that nothing stands in the way of 
the safety of Christ. 

“ But the chief priests moved the people, that he 
should rather release Barabbas unto them.” 

The blind self-interest of these chief priests 
stands in the way of it, for they had said among 
themselves, What shall we do? seeing that 
this Man works many miracles, and all men 
follow after Him. And instead of following 
Him also, and of opening their eyes to the 
light of this Sun, they took counsel, in their 
ignorance, how they might extinguish the sun 
in the heavens. 

“ And Pilate answered and said' again unto them. 
What will ye then that I shall do unto Him whom 
ye call the King of the Jews P” 

The fate of Christ depends then on the ca- 
price of the rabble ! But it was a divine dispen- 
sation, in order that that multitude so soon 
to suffer reprobation should have no excuse. 

“ And they cried out again. Crucify Him.” 

Sin is the renewal of the crucifixion. How 
often do not our passions drive ns madly to 
cry, Crucify Him ? Are we not then more 
guilty than the Jews ? 

“ Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil 
hath He done P” 
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Of me also, when I crucify Him afresh 
through my sins, Christ asks within my heart. 
What evil have I done to thee ? what good 
could 1 do for thee, and have I not done it ? 

“ And they cried out the more exceedingly, Cru- 
cify Him” 

Permit not, 0 Lord, I pray Thee, that I 
should persist in wishing to imitate the Jews. 
Take out from my bosom the heart of stone, 
and give me a heart of flesh. 

“ And so Pilate, willing to content the people, 
released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, 
when he had scourged Him, to be crucified.” 

Accursed desire to please the world ! Truly 
it is written in Holy Scripture, “ God hath 
scattered the bones of them that please men.” 1 
And the better to please them, Pilate did 
not content himself with delivering Him to be 
crucified, but he added of his own free will the 
punishment of scourging. And yet but now 
he was asking, What evil hath He done ? 

“ And the soldiers led Him away into the hall, 
called Praetorium ; and they call together the whole 
band. And they clothed Him with purple, and 
platted a crown of thorns, and put it about His 
head, and began to salute Him, Hail, King of the 
Jews !” 

The whole of this scene of ignominy was 
enacted by the Roman soldiers. Oh, Rome, 
1 Vulgate, Ps. In. 6. 
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Rome, the King of the Jews despised by thee, 
will render to thee retribution, but it shall be 
one worthy of Himself, in mercy and pity. 
He will set in the midst of thee the chief seat 
of His new kingdom, whose limits shall be 
the ends of the earth. 

" And they smote Him on the head with a reed ; 
and did suit upon Him, and bowing their knees 
worshipped Him.** 

This brutal mockery lasted but a short time, 
but its punishment has lasted now many cen- 
turies, and will last eternally. Let him who has 
power to do evil in this age remember this. 

“ And when they had mocked Him, they took off 
the purple from Him, and put His own clothes on 
Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.** 

They leave Him only because they are weary. 
And tired of inflicting scourges, thorns, and 
mockeries, they turn to prepare the crucifixion. 
Christ alone never wearies of suffering in si- 
lence, and of passing willingly from torment 
to torment. 

“ And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who 
passed by, coming out of the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to bear His Cross.** 

He was passing that way by chance, he did 
not think to carry the cross with Christ, he 
was compelled to do so by violence. How in- 
comprehensible are the ways of the wisdom of 
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God I Many souls find themselves following 
Christ bearing the cross on their shoulders, 
who, like Simon, had formed wholly different 
plan 8 for themselves, and who were occupied 
with their children or their households. 

“ And they bring Him unto the place Golgotha, 
which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull.” 

This place of horror and of cursing is become 
the most holy spot in all the earth ; let him 
who cannot go there in the body, fly there 
in spirit each day, when the unbloody Sacrifice 
of the cross is offered, to adore, to weep, to 
pray, to sanctify himself. 

“ And they gave Him to drink wine mingled with 
myrrh, but He received it not.” 

If we wish to soothe the sorrows of Christ 
with the wine of our good works, we must 
beware, that they may be acceptable to Him, 
of mixing therewith any bitterness, whether of 
unworthiness of purpose, or of unfaithfulness 
in the execution. 

" And when they had crucified Him, they parted 
His garments, casting lots upon them, what every 
man should take.” 

In order to crucify Him, they reopened the 
Wounds of J esus* most sacred Body, by vio- 
lently tearing from them His garments, which 
had adhered to them ; they drove the thorns yet 
further into His divine Head in drawing off 



Digitized by Google 




64 MEDITATIONS ON THE PASSION. 



His seamless coat; they threw Him with a 
blow upon His hard bed of suffering; they 
hammered nails into either Hand and into His 
Feet, and the cross being raised, the whole 
weight of His Body hung upon those nails, thus 
tearing the wounds, which were wrenched with 
the efforts made to place the stem of the cross 

in the hole prepared for it The human 

mind cannot dwell on the contemplation of 
so much agony ! 

“And it was the third hour, and they crucified 
Him/* 

It was the third hour when the Jews cried 
to Pilate, Crucify Him. It is then, says the 
Evangelist, that they crucified Him, for the 
soldiers did not actually crucify Him till the 
sixth hour. Sin is already accomplished, when 
the will to commit it is fixed. 

“ And the superscription of His accusation was 
written over. The Kino of the Jews.” 

This superscription was the condemnation 
of the Jews. They crucified their King, their 
Redeemer, who even from the cross stretched 
out His arms to the unbelieving and gainsay- 
ing people. 

“ And with Him they crucify two thieves 5 the 
one on His right hand, and the other on His left. 
And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith. And 
Ho was numbered with the transgressors/* 
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They hoped thus to hide their iniquity and 
His innocence, making Him appear a common 
thief worthy to be crucified with His equals. 
Let us take warning ; and let us not confound 
the evil with the good, reckoning Christ, as do 
the crucifiers of modern times, to be as other 
men, children of sin, and equal with Zoroaster 
and Mahomet. 

“ And they that passed by railed on Him, wag- 
ging their heads, and saving, Ah, Thou that destroy- 
est the temple, and buildest it in three days, save 
Thyself, ana come down from the cross.** 

Many imitate even now these passers by, 
who, entangled in their earthly affairs cannot 
see beyond flesh and blood. And if they 
throw in passing a look upon the cross, it is to 
curse it and insult it. According to them, he 
who wishes to be safe, he who wishes to live 
happily should come down from the cross. 

“Likewise also the chief priests mocking said 
among themselves with the scribes.’* 

All the wicked understand each other. Pro- 
tect me, O Lord, from the company of the 
malicious. 

“ He saved others, Himself He cannot save.** 

Yet a little while, and He who saved others 
will save Himself, without the assistance of 
others. “ Mine own hand hath saved Me.” 

p 
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“Let Christ the King of Israel descend now 
from the cross, that we may see and believe.” 

They have seen so many miracles, and they 
have not believed ; they see now the miracle 
of such superhuman patience, and they believe 
not. They will believe only when they shall 
see Him Whom they nailed to the cross, 
return with thunderings and tempests. 

“ And they that were crucified with Him reviled 
Him.” 

They were companions of Christ in suffer- 
ing but not in resignation. If in our afflic- 
tions we do not unite ourselves in heart to 
Him, we shall be miserable in body and in 
spirit, in this life and in the next. 

“ And when the sixth hour was come, there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.” 

The sun refused its light to the dreadful 
spectacle, because every creature being ordained 
to the glory of God, naturally shrinks from 
concurring in an offence towards Him, and 
arms itself rather to vengeance. 

“ And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthaniP which, 
is, being interpreted, My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me P” 

As before entering upon His passion He 
had prayed the Father, If it be possible, let 
this cup pass from Me, so now that His suf- 
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ferings are drawing to a close, He complains 
of being forsaken of God, And by the one 
and the other of these sayings He willed to 
signify to us the reality of His sufferings, and 
the infirmity of the human nature which He 
had assumed ; which made Him feel the internal 
and external pains, as any other man would 
have felt them, nay more exquisitely than any 
other, from the greater perfection of His soul 
and of His body. 

“ And some of them that stood by, when they 
heard it, said. Behold, He calleth Elias. 1 * 

These carnal men fancied, that in His impo~ 
tence to save Himself, as He was urged to do 
by the chief priests, He was calling Elias to 
help Him. 

“ And one ran and filled a sponge full of vinegar, 
and put it on a reed, and gave Him to drink, saying, 
Let alone ; let us see whether Elias will come to 
take Him down.** 

And they play cruelly upon this invocation, 
and for greater wickedness and malice they 
moisten with vinegar, they embitter those Lips 
from which had issued no word of reproach, 
but prayer only. 

“ And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave 
up the ghost.** 

Thy cry echoes through my heart, O my 
Jesus, for within it are comprised all the 
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sufferings of humanity. I adore Thee fervently 
even as a lifeless corpse, for in those wounded 
Limbs Thine inseparable Godhead yet lives. 

“ And the veil of the temple was rent in twain 
from the top to the bottom.” 

Immediately that Christ died the veil of 
the temple was rent from one end to the other, 
and all nations entered with Christ into the 
Holy of Holies and saw and believed. 

“ And when the centurion which stood over 
against Him, saw that He so cried out, and gave 
ujp^the ghost, he said, Truly this Man was the Son 

This happy centurion was the first to see 
and believe, and to confess the Man -G od. 
And the chief priests, and the scribes, and the 
rest of the people, who were also present as 
well as the centurion, and who had the advan- 
tage of knowing the law and the prophecies, 
what did they? They remained more blind 
and more unbelieving than before. 

“ There were also women looking on afar off: 
among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the less and of Joses, and Sa- 
lome.” 

Who gave strength to weak women to en- 
dure the fearful sight of the martyrdom, and 
of the death of the Crucified ? Love, and no- 
thing but excessive Love. 
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“ ( Who also, when He was in Galilee, followed 
Him, and ministered unto Him ;) and many other 
women which came up with Him unto J erusalem.” 

Which love had acquired so steady a cha- 
racter by the long practice of following and 
serving Christ, and coming up with Him to 
the Holy City, that is to say, to the sanctifica- 
tion of their own souls. Let us imitate these 
holy women, and so we shall no longer have 
reason to deplore our instability and weakness 
of spirit. 

“ And now when the even was come, because it 
was the preparation, that is, the day before the 
sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable coun- 
sellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, 
came.” 

He was noble and a captain over ten, and 
nevertheless he had placed his hopes not in 
fleeting things, but in the expectation of the 
Kingdom of God. It is not he who honours 
Christ with words only, who is a true disciple, 
but he who by his deeds prepares the kingdom 
in himself and in others. 

“ And went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the 
Body of Jesus.” 

Holy boldness which strengthens us to en- 
counter dangers and opposition, and renders 
easy the fulfilment of the most arduous duties. 

“ And Pilate marvelled if He were already dead : 
and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him 
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whether He had been any while dead. And when 
he knew it of the centunon, he gave the Body to 
Joseph." 

It seemed to him that He had died too 
quickly. Remorse begins to do its work in 
his soul, and remorse, when crime is accom- 
plished, makes the accomplishment of it ap- 
pear too rapid. 

M And he bought fine linen, and took Him down, 
and wrapped Him in the linen, and laid Him in a 
sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled 
a stone unto the door of the sepulchre." 

Let us join company with Joseph in this 
pious duty. Let us acquire the fine linen, by 
the purification of the heart and body in the 
waters of repentance ; let us fold within our- 
selves with love the Body of Christ, after 
having taken It down from the Cross, forsak- 
ing all sin, which is a renewal of His Passion. 
Let us bury ourselves with Him in the sepul- 
chre, which He Himself will help us to hew 
out of the rock, which is firm, sure, and im- 
penetrable to the wicked ; and let us wait until 
in His power He shall roll away the stone 
which covers Him, to rise with Him to new 
life. 
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The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
ACCORDING TO S. LuKE. 

The Passion of Christ has changed the as- 
pect of the spiritual world — Christ is the chief 
of martyrs ; and not only were they martyrs 
who laid down their lives for Him, but all 
Christians should be martyrs, giving up for 
His sake both heart and soul. In martyrdom 
is to be found our joy and our crown. 

" Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, 
which is called the Passover. And the chief priests 
and scribes sought how they might kill Him ; for 
they feared the people." 

They feared the people, but they did not 
fear God and His justice. What can men do 
unto us, if we keep before our eyes the holy 
fear of God, and the observing of His Com- 
mandments ? 

In this consists the whole man. 

“ Then entered Satan into Judas, surnamed Is- 
cariot, being of the number of the twelve. And he 
went his way, and communed with the chief priests 
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and captains, how he might betray Him unto them. 
And they were glad, and covenanted to give him 
money. And he promised, and sought opportunity 
to betray Him unto them in the absence of the mul- 
titude.” 

And Judas also has a care for the presence 
of the multitude, and none for the presence of 
God ! But it was Satan, who having entered 
into his soul, gave him counsel. When passion 
urges us to separate ourselves from Christ, 
to range ourselves with His enemies, to pro- 
mise to put wickedness into action, to seek 
opportunity for the betrayal, let us then re- 
member that such counsels proceed from Satan. 

“ Then came the day of unleavened bread, when 
the passover must be killed. And He sent Peter 
and John, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, 
that we may eat.” 

It was necessary for the Jews to kill the 
passover, and it is necessary for Christians that 
they should eat it : without the strengthening 
of this heavenly food how could we endure the 
weary pilgrimage of life, and not faint by the 
way ? 

" And they said unto Him, Where wilt Thou that 
we prepare P” 

Christ is the Master who chooses the room 
where the mystical supper is prepared, and 
where the marriage of the Lamb is accom- 
plished. You did not choose Me, said He to 
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the Apostles, but I chose you. Oh, happy the 
soul which He chooses for His abode ! 

“ And He said unto them, Behold, when ye are 
entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, 
hearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the 
house where he entereth in. And ye shall say unto 
the good man of the house, The Master saith unto 
thee. Where is the guest chamber, where I shall eat 
the passover with My disciples P” 

The sign of the election of a soul is the 
pitcher of water carried in by the good man of 
the house, that is, purity of heart studiously 
guarded and renewed. 

“ And he shall show you a large upper room fur- 
nished ; there make ready.” 

Man on his part must not resist the impulses 
of the grace of Christ, he must not ignore the 
time of his visitation ; but offer voluntarily, to 
the supernatural workings of Christ, a large 
and well-disposed heart, where He may enter 
with His disciples, that is, with His teachings 
of eternal life, of which He has appointed His 
ministers the depositaries. 

“ And they went and found as He had said unto 
them : and mey made ready the Passover. 

“And when the hour was come, He sat down, 
and the twelve apostles with Him.” 

Notwithstanding the good arrangements of 
the master of the house, some time was yet 
needed that the apostles might prepare, and 
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the Redeemer waited that the hour should 
come. Likewise it is necessary to our Easter 
that there should be a real preparation, and 
the Church assigns to us in the holy season of 
Lent, the time for repentance, in order that it 
may prepare and purify us. 

“And He said unto them, With desire I have 
desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer : 
for I say unto you, X will not any more eat thereof, 
until it he fulfilled in the kingdom of God.*’ 

Oh what immensity of love ! Almost as if 
man were the God of God ! Christ desires 
with great desire to eat the Passover with us, 
He finds His delight in being with the sons of 
men, and our^soul nauseates this food, which 
appears to us too small a thing. Alas ! truly 
he who doth not love abideth in death. 

“ And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves : 
for I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of 
the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.” 

Let us also give thanks to God, who has 
sent His kingdom upon earth, has established 
His Church, and has received us into her 
bosom, and let us pray to Him that the 
temporal kingdom of His graee, may be to all 
the redeemed a preparation for the eternal 
kingdom of His glory. 

“And He took bread, and gave thanks, and 
brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is My 
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body which is given for you : this do in remem- 
brance of Me/* 

How often do we approach to receive the 
most holy Body of Christ, and to adore Him 
present under the form of Bread and Wine 
without having this remembrance sufficiently 
vivid in our minds ! If the memory of the 
Passion of Christ were grafted in our hearts, 
as He desires > we should understand our obliga- 
tions as Christians, in a very different sense 
from what we do at present. 

" Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is 
shed for you.** 

God eateth not the flesh of bulls, nor the blood 
of sheep. The only Sacrifice that truly honours 
Him is the Sacrifice of the New Testament, in 
the precious Blood of the spotless Lamb,CHRiST. 

“ But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth 
Me is with Me on the table. And truly the Son 
of Man goeth, as it was determined : but woe unto 
that man by whom He is betray ed.” 

Oh wonderful and awful Providence, that 
rales the destinies of men, not by chance, but 
according as it is determined in heaven ! The 
Innocent One will endure treachery and death ; 
bat woe to the betrayer ! It is necessary that 
the good in this world should be tried by 
afflictions; but woe to those through whose 
deed the affliction shall have come. Have 
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mercy, O Lord, upon the persecuted, and also 
upon the persecutors. 

“ And they began to inquire among themselves, 
which of them it was that should do this thing. 
And there was also a strife among them, which of 
them should be accounted the greatest.” 

The hidden pride of the disciples in thinking 
themselves incapable of the betrayal, made 
itself manifest in the strife for precedence. 
Was it indeed the time for such vainglorious 
disputes, when Christ had but now announced 
that His Passion was approaching, and that 
the traitor was present among them as they 
sat at meat ? 

“And He said unto them, The kings of the 
Gentiles exercise lordship over them ; and they 
that exercise authority upon them are called bene- 
factors. But ye shall not be so : but he that is 

G reatest among you, let him be as the younger, and 
e that is chief as he that doth serve.” 

Sublime doctrine, and heard now for the 
first time in the world ! Power, greatness, 
nobility, are judged by God in a light different 
to that in which they are by men. Seeing the 
value in which Christians in these days hold 
money, the satisfying of the senses, the pride of 
life, would it not appear as if they had returned 
to Paganism, considering that the doctrine of 
Christ was not announced to the rich and to 
the great in the earth ? 
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“ For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, 
or he that serveth P Is not he that sitteth at meat P 
but I am among you as he that serveth.” 

The Redeemer confirms His teaching of 
humility, with the example of Himself, for 
being Lord of the universe. He had taken the 
form of a servant. 

“Ye are they which have continued with Me in 
My temptations, and I appoint unto you a kingdom 
as My Father hath appointed unto Me ; that ye 
may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, 
and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel.” 

And with the promise of the heavenly reward 
to His imitators. To serve and to suffer in 
this life will win a throne in the next, and a 
perpetual feasting in our transformation with 
Christ. 

“ And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift 
you as wheat.” 

Bemember that no one is tempted of Satan 
except by divine permission. 

“ But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not : and when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren.” 

The Divine Mediator did not pray that 
Simon should not be tempted, but rather that 
in the midst of temptation his faith should not 
fail. The wind of temptation is necessary to 
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the soul to separate the good wheat from the 
chaff, in order that by its breath our weak- 
nesses and imperfections may be winnowed 
like husks, and the full and chosen grain of 
our virtues may remain, to be gathered into 
the garners of our Heavenly Father, and to 
confirm our strength and that of others. 

“ And he said unto Him, Lord, I am ready to go 
with Thee, both into prison, and to death/* 

Good and fervent desire ; but incomplete ! 
Prayer that obtains the invisible aid was want- 
ing; without it all human strength is but 
weakness. 

“ And He said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall 
not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice 
deny that thou knowest Me.** 

Peter shall fail, not before the hangman and 
executioners, for whom he thought himself pre- 
pared ; but before the question of a maid ser- 
vant, and that three times. And this was so 
that he might retain no further doubt of his 
own weakness. 

“ And He said unto them, When I sent you with- 
out purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye anything P 
and they said, Nothing.** 

As, says S. Chrysostom, he who teaches 
another to swim, at first placing his own hands 
under the body of his pupil, upholds him with 
great attention ; but later, withdrawing them 
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compels him to provide alone for his ownsafety, 
even though he may yet sink somewhat and 
drink the bitter waters, so did Christ act 
with His disciples. 

" Then said He unto them, But now, he that hath 
a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip : and 
he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and 
buy one. For I say unto you, that this that is 
written must yet be accomplished in Me, And He 
was reckoned among the transgressors : for the 
things concerning Me have an end .” 

Until this hour they had not suffered for 
lack of anything, they had not required any 
provision. But now that, according to pro- 
phecy, persecution and death are imminent, 
let him who has a purse for his money, take 
also the scrip to carry his food, for men will 
make you to endure hunger, thirst, and naked- 
ness. And he who has not a sword, let him 
sell his garment and buy one, for you will en- 
counter afflictions, and torments and death. 

“And they said, Lord, behold, here are two 
■words. And He said unto them, It is enough.” 

He said not, It is enough, in the sense that 
two swords would be sufficient against so great 
a multitude, but in order that the disciples, 
having understood His words only in the ma- 
terial sense, should not think that they were to 
provide themselves with more arms in His de- 
fence. It is enough ; nothing more is needed. 



Digitized by Google 




80 MEDITATIONS ON THE PASSION. 

Ye will understand hereafter what I wish to 
say to you. 

“ And He came out, and went, as He was wont, 
to the Mount of Olives.” 

He was wont to go to the Mount of Olives 
to pray. He who has not the habit of prayer, 
will with difficulty know how to pray in the 
hour of temptation. 

“ And His disciples also followed Him.” 

The disciples in following Him show also 
an intention of praying. 

“ And when He was at the place, He said unto 
them. Pray that ye enter not into temptation.” 

They receive, moreover, the command to do 
so, and the necessity of it is pointed out to 
them. 

“And He was withdrawn from them about a 
stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed.” 

Alone and bowed to the earth He prayed 
for all. Who alone was to suffer for all, and to 
be humiliated to death, even to the death of the 
Cross. 

“ Saying, Fatheb, If Thou be willing, remove 
this cup from Me.” 

Here is the temptation ! the shrinking from 
suffering. 

“ Nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.” 
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Here is the victory ! the entire conformity 
of the human will to the divine. 

“ And there appeared an Angel unto Him from 
heaven, strengthening Him/* 

Here is the fruit of prayer ! in the comfort 
of angels, the strengthening of the spirit. 

“ And being in an agony He prayed more ear- 
nestly.** 

The more the sorrow and distress increase, 
the more His prayer becomes lengthened. 

“ And His sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground.* * 

Blessed agony, that enables us to bear with 
resignation the thought of death ! Blessed 
bloody sweat, which softens to us all our sor- 
rows ! 

“ And when He rose up from prayer, and was 
come to His disciples, He found them sleeping for 
sorrow.’* 

Sorrow produced an evil effect upon the 
disciples. Instead of resisting it, as Christ 
bad done, by prayer, they gave themselves up 
to it in sleep. 

“ And said unto them, Why sleep ye ? rise and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation.** 

For the second time He warns His disciples 
of the necessity of prayer to enable them to 
overcome temptation. What wonder if later 
o 
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they all fled, since instead of praying they had 
all been sleeping ? 

“ And while He yet spake, behold a multitude, 
and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, 
went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss 
Him.” 

Judas comes resolutely before all the others, 
to show them the way, and to point out the 
person of Jesus. He does not vacillate, he 
does not hesitate; but advances straight up 
to Him, and kisses Him. From a disciple he 
changes himself not only into a traitor, but 
into the captain of traitors. The corruption of 
the righteous is the worst of all corruptions ! 

“ But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betray est thou 
the Son of Man with a kiss P” 

And how did not the heart of Judas break at 
these words of so much gentleness, of so much 
love ? Down, down, 0 wretched man, at the 
feet of thy betrayed Lord ! Weep bitterly, 
for there is yet time. He loves thee still, and 
will receive thee into His arms. — But J udas is 
gone to receive the price of blood. 

“ When they which were about Him saw what 
would follow, they said unto Him, Lord, shall we 
smite with the sword P And one of them smote the 
servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.” 

Whilst the others are questioning the Lord, 
Peter always ardent and impetuous actually 
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strikes. Nor was this without its mystery. 
Peter strikes because Peter had the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and be who absolves 
also condemns. The servant's right ear is cut 
off, because from him who is the servant of sin 
is taken away the inward hearing, the spiritual 
understanding of the law. 

“ And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus 
for.” 

This was not an answer to Peter, as ap- 
proving what he had done up to that point ; 
but to the disciples who had questioned Him, 
desiring them to let the things they were wit- 
nessing go on to the end. 

" And He touched his ear, and healed him.” 

Jesus only can restore the hearing of the 
soul to him who has lost it. Men can speak 
to the ear of the body ; but if the Word does 
not speak within the heart, all their discourses 
are vain. 

“ Then Jesus said unto the chief priests and cap- 
tains of the temple, and the elders, which were come 
to Him.” 

In saying it to the servants sent by them, 
he intended to say it to themselves, who by 
acting through others thought to be accounted 
innocent of His death. 

“ Be ye come out as against a thief, with swords 
and staves P When I was daily with you in the 
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temple, ye stretched forth no hands against Me; 
but this is your hour and the power of darkness.” 

Let those well understand this, who, seeing 
the prosperity of the wicked and the oppres- 
sion of the righteous, are tempted to deny the 
providence and the justice of God. This pre- 
sent life is less than an hour in respect of 
eternity; sin has power only in darkness. 
When the day of the Lord shall appear, that 
day which knoweth no end, then shall we be- 
hold clearly the now inscrutable designs of the 
Divine wisdom. 

“ Then took they Him, and led Him, and brought 
Him into the high priest’s house.” 

The words of Jesus were then of no more 
avail to these sons of violence than they had 
been to Judas. May they avail us who read, 
that they may not return unto Him altogether 
void. 

“ And Peter followed afar off.” 

Afar off, but yet he followed Him. Woe 
to him who altogether loses sight of his Lord. 

“ And when they had kindled a fire in the midst 
of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat 
down among them. But a certain maid beheld 
him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked 
upon him, and said, This man was also with 
Him.” 

The fire of his love having cooled, Peter is 
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cold, and draws near to the flames kindled by 
sinners ; for when our heart does not relish 
the delights of heaven, it requires the consola- 
tions of earth. But at the very moment when 
we think to enjoy these in peace, the servant- 
maid of temptation supervenes, and we are un- 
done. 

“ And he denied Him, saying, Woman, I know 
Him not.” 

He did not deny Him before His assailants 
in the garden, for Christ was by his side; 
he denied Him to this weak woman, because 
he had withdrawn himself from Christ. 

“ And after a little while another saw him, and 
said, Thou art also of them.” 

Do we not often find ourselves in certain 
company, where it is imputed to us as a fault 
that we are good Christians ? 

“And Peter said, Man, I am not.” 

And how often, taken by false shame, do 
not we also deny openly that we are such ! 

“ And about the space of one hour after another 
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow 
also was with Him j for he is a Galilean.” 

Peter had a whole hour of time, and instead 
of flying from temptation, he continued in the 
midst of those, who had taken J esus, and even 
took a familiar part in their conversation. Had 
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it Dot been so they could not have recognised 
his accent to be Galilean. 

“ And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou 
sayest.” 

This third fall ceases to produce wonder. 
He had gone so far, that he could no longer 
draw back. 

“ And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock 
crew. And the Lobd turned and looked upon 
Peter.” 

He was yet speaking ; the sin was not yet 
entirely consummated, and already grace prof- 
fered the remedy. It was the Lord Who 
turned Himself first to Peter, Who looked 
upon him tenderly, Who prevented him in 
His mercy. 

“And Peter remembered the word of the Lobd, 
how He had said unto him, Before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny Me thrice. And Peter went out, 
and wept bitterly.” 

Blessed Peter, who remembered in good 
time the Word of the Lord ! And blessed he 
who hears this Word, and keeps it in his 
heart ! For if it does not work immediately, 
it is still always a seed that will spring up in 
due season, and will bear fruits of repentance 
and of tears. 

“ And the men that held Jesus mocked Him, and 
smote Him.” 
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Mockeries and blows ! Oh, what comfort 
in Jesus for all generations of the afflicted 1 

“And when they had blindfolded Him, they 
struck Him on the face, and asked Him, saying, 
Prophesy, who is it that smote Thee P” 

Did they, then, really believe, in their igno- 
rance, that having veiled His face, they had 
withdrawn themselves from His sight ? As if 
there were any covering impenetrable to the 
Eye of God, Who is brighter than the sun, 
and Who sees in the most hidden parts of the 
hearts of men. 

“And many other things blasphemously spake 
they against Him.” 

What infinite subjects for meditation do not 
these unrecounted torments of a whole night 
furnish to us ! 

“ And as soon as it was day the elders of the 
people, and the chief priests and the scribes, came 
together, and led Him into their council, saying, 
Art Thou the Chbist P Tell us.” 

Until it was day they had leisurely taken 
their repose, and congratulated themselves on 
the good fortune of having the Redeemer at 
last in their power ; and He during that same 
night had sleeplessly borne the insults aud the 
torments inflicted by the dregs of the people. 
Oh, how deceptive are the appearances of this 
world ! 
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“ And He said unto them, If I tell you, ye will 
not believe ; and if I also ask you, ye will not an- 
swer Me, nor let Me go.” 

This answer is sufficiently conclusive to un- 
mask the hypocrisy of all those, who feign to 
seek sincerely after truth, and in reality only 
look for pretexts to colour the wickedness of 
their own designs. 

“ Hereafter shall the Son of Man sit on the right 
hand of the power of God.” 

For this evil generation is reserved the judg- 
ment of the Son of Man, Whom they despised, 
and the proof of the power of God, which they 
ignored. 

“ Then said they all, Art Thou, then, the Son of 
God P” 

They return to the same fraudulent ques- 
tion. Is this the fruit of the warning just 
given ? 

“ And He said unto them, Ye say that I am.” 

As if He had said, Ye ought to know it, for 
ye have the prophecies, ye see the works and 
the miracles, and ye hear the word of Truth. 

“And they said, What need we any further 
witness P” 

Nor did they need any witness from the 
<irst. They had resolved to arrive at this con- 
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demnation, either with witnesses or without 
them. 

“ For we ourselves have heard of His own 
mouth.” 

They heard to their own condemnation, that 
which was spoken to salvation. The word of 
God is a two-edged sword. 

“ And the whole multitude of them arose, and led 
Him unto Pilate.” 

They were then a great multitude, and among 
so many there was not one upright and God- 
fearing soul ! The contact of the wicked is 
pestilential. 

• 

“ And they began to accuse Him, saying, We 
found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbid- 
ding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that He Him- 
self is Cheist a King.” 

Impudent calumny ! Had not Christ Him- 
self, when questioned as to the tribute to be 
paid to Caesar, answered publicly, Render to 
Caesar that which is Caesar’s? Had He not 
fled from the multitude who wished to pro- 
claim Him King ? 

“ And Pilate asked Him, saying, Art Thou the 
King of the J ews P” 

Pilate, mocking as it were both the accusers 
and the accused, says to Him, Thou then art 
called King of the Jews; Thou bo poor, so 
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weak, so destitute of help; without friends,' 
without followers ? 

“ And He answered him and said, Thou say eat it.” 

As if He had answered, Thou thyself seest 
it with thine own eyes. 

“ Then said Pilate to the chief priests, and to the 
people, I find no fault in this Man.” 

Pilate well knew what kind of persons were 
likely to raise up seditions against Caesar, and 
therefore he treats these men as madmen. 

“And they were the more fierce, saying, He 
stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all 
Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place.” 

In the absence of proofs, they raise their 
voices yet more, and they translate into other 
words their vague and general assertions, which 
do not thereby become arguments. In general 
the greatest clamour is made by him who is in 
the wrong ; he who is in the right is calm and 
dignified. 

“ When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether 
the Man were a Galilean. And as soon as he knew 
that He belonged unto Herod’s jurisdiction, he 
sent Him to Herod, who himself also was at 
Jerusalem at that time.” 

Pilate rejoiced to be able in some way to 
avoid the responsibility of such a trial, and 
did not allow the opportunity offered him by 
Herod’s presence in Jerusalem, of withdrawing 
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himself from so much importunity and un- 
reasonableness, to escape him. 

“ And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding 
glad, for he was desirous to see Him of a long 
season, because he had heard many things of Him ; 
and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by 
Him/* 

The gladness of Herod was caused by the 
opportunity thus offered him, not of hearing 
the truth and of profiting by it, but of satis- 
fying the burning curiosity that was urging 
him on to know the Man of whom so much 
was spoken, and of seeing some miracle worked 
by Him in the same manner as one might 
desire to witness the feats of a conjuror. 

“ Then he questioned with Him in many words, 
but He answered him nothing.” 

But he had been mistaken in his reckonings, 
and in place of mocking found himself a sub- 
ject of mockery. J bsus speaks to those of a 
childlike spirit, and does not waste His words 
on the wise and prudent of this world. 

“And the chief priests and scribes stood and 
vehemently accused Him.** 

This iniquitous generation never wearies, 
and even when it has attained its end, it will 
still persist in its hatred. Oh ! that the child- 
ren of light were as wise as the children of 
darkness. Oh 1 that the righteous were as con- 
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stant in their good resolutions as the wicked 
are obstinate in their iniquity ! 

“And Herod with his men of war set Him at 
nought, and mocked Him, and arrayed Him in a 
gorgeous robe, and sent Him again to Pilate.*’ 

Let it not then excite in us astonishment 1 
that the world should reckon the mortified and 
hidden life of the followers of Christ insanity, 
and their end without honour. Long ago it 
passed this judgment on Christ Himself. 

“ And the same day Pilate and Herod were made 
friends together: for before they were at enmity 
between themselves. ** 

Oftentimes it happens that the wicked are 
reconciled at the expense of the less fortunate 
innocent. The selfishness of the passions ever 
breeds dissension and discord; reconciliation 
is produced only by the common contempt of 
virtue and truth. 

“ And Pilate, when he had called together the 
chief priests and the rulers and the people, said unto 
them. 

The full convocation of all ranks of the 
people has reference to the definitive sentence 
about to be uttered. 



“Ye have brought this Man unto me, as one 
that perverteth the people ; and behold, I, having 
examined Him before you, have found no fault in 
this Man touching those things whereof ye accuse 
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It would be impossible to declare more 
clearly and justly the innocence of Christ. 

“No, nor yet Herod : for I sent you to him ; and 
4o, nothing worthy of death is done unto Him.” 

And this is confirmed by the judgment of 
Herod; therefore by both tribunals Christ is 
absolved. 

“I will therefore chastise Him and release Him.*’ 

Wherefore now this chastisement, which 
means nothing less than a sentence of scourg- 
ing? He is acknowledged innocent, and yet 
is punished. Alas ! Pilate, Pilate, this thy 
first guilty yielding, this first compromise be- 
tween thy conscience and human interest, will 
drag thee on to the precipice. 

“ (For of necessity he must release one unto them 
at the feast.)*’ 

His own concession had become an obliga- 
tion laid upon him. Pilate did not certainly 
err from overfirmness. 

“ And they cried out all at once, saying, Away 
with this Man, and release unto us Barabbas, (who 
for a certain sedition made in the city, and for mur- 
der, was cast into prison.)” 

Barabbas was truly guilty of the crime of 
sedition, which they falsely imputed to Jesus, 
with the additional one of murder. And they 
elamour for the death of Jesus, and for the 
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release of Barabbas, that it may be manifest 
that they do not seek the punishment of the 
crime, but the satisfaction of revenge. 

“ Pilate, therefore, willing to release Jbsus, spake v 
again to them.” 

He had the good desire, but he lacked the 
strength to give it effect. 

“But they cried, saying, Crucify Him, crucify 
Him.” 

Far otherwise determined and constant was 
the obstinacy of the Jews to see Him cru- 
cified. 

“ And he said unto them the third time, Why, 
what evil hath He done P I have found no cause 
of death in Him : I will therefore chastise Him, 
and let Him go.” 

Thus the weak-spirited waver between fear 
and duty, and imagine expedients which, far 
from conciliating these two feelings, offend 
them both. 

“ And they were instant with loud voices, requir- 
ing that He might be crucified. And the voices of 
them and of the chief priests prevailed.” 

They raise their voices yet louder, and re- 
double their bowling, as if outward clamour 
could stifle the inward accusation of reason, 
and could, through the ears, thrust violently 
into another’s soul their own malice. Let us 
beware of allowing ourselves to be overcome 
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jby the clamouring of the wicked, which is 
ever the loudest in this world. 



“ And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as 
they required.” 

Of these two opposite wills, that of Pilate 
and that of the people, the most energetic and 
persevering must of necessity prevail. Not 
the infirm will, but strong resolution attains 
the end, and produces action. 



“ And he released unto them him that for sedi- 
tion and murder was cast into prison, whom they 
had desired ; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 



The comparison between the murderer and 
the Innocent One is made apparent here by 
the Evangelist, in order that from the narra- 
tive may be clearly drawn the idea of the in- 
justice of the judge and of the iniquity of the 
accusers. 



“ And as they led Him away, they laid hold upon 
one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, 
and on him they laid the Cross, that he might bear 
it after Jesus.” 

Simon was the representative of us all ; we 
all must bear the Cross after Jesus. It is the 
penalty and at the same time the redemption 
of sinful humanity ; and on him who does not 
take it up voluntarily, it is laid by force, as it 
was on Simon. 

“And there followed Him a great company of 
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people, and of women, which also bewailed and la- 
mented Him.*' 

In this day also the multitude that follows 
Christ is great — that is, all Christian people. 
But are those who insult Him, as did the 
people, or those who weep over Him, as did 
the women, the most numerous? 

“ But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters 
of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for your- 
selves and for your children." 

The innocent One who suffers does not 
need weeping and pity, but rather the wicked 
who inflict on Him the suffering. The true 
evil in the world is sin, the true sufferer is the 
sinner. He who suffers persecution for righ- 
teousness' sake is blessed. 

“ For, behold, the days are coming in the which 
they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bare, and the paps which never 
gave suck." 

In the approaching destruction of Jerusalem, 
and in the last condemnation of the universal 
judgment, they will lament their fruitfulness, 
which only served to multiply the victims of 
the Divine justice. 

“ Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, 
Fall on us ; and to the hills, Cover us." 

As if He said, referring to the insults which 
He was constrained to bear, and for which the 
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women compassionated Him, The shame is not 
here ; it will be hereafter, when all the inmost 
recesses of the conscience will be opened out, 
at the tribunal of God, and in the presence of 
the whole world. 

“For if they do these things in a green tree, 
what shall be done in the dry r 

If only the outward form of a sinner suffices 
.to draw down upon the head of Christ all the 
weight of the vengeance of God, what will 
become of the workers of iniquity — dry trees, 
already ready for the burning ? 

“ And there were a\so two other, malefactprs, led 
with Him to be put to death.” 

Christ was then publicly reputed a male- 
factor, like unto the other two, with whom 
He was led to be crucified. And He speaks 
not, and He bears patiently so much shame to 
redeem my untruthfulness, my pride ! 

“ And when they were come to the place which 
is called Calvary, there they crucified Him and the 
malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other 
on the left.” 

They wished, in their malice, by the equality 
of the penalty, in a manner to equalise in the 
eyes of the world the offences of all three, and 
to throw upon the Cross of Christ the fright- 
ful shadow of the crimes of the two thieves. 
But the direct contrary came to pass, and the 
H 
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presence of the thieves only served to the more 
splendid glorification of Christ. 

“ Then said J esus, Father, forgive them ; for 
they know not what they do/* 

They nail Him to the Cross, and calumniate 
Him ; Jesus prays for them, and excuses them 
to His Heavenly Father. Such is the re* 
venge that Jesus came to teach unto men. 
He who desires another revenge is a Gentile, 
is an unbeliever, is not a Christian. 

“ And they parted His raiment, and cast lots.'* 

They divide among themselves and cast lots 
tor His garments, because, the clothing of the 
Redeemer, His merits, His graces, are not shed 
abroad in our hearts according to human cal- 
culation, but through an unexpected heavenly 
distribution, falling suddenly, as it were by 
chance. 

“ And the people stood beholding. And the rulers 
also with them derided Him, saying, He saved 
others ; let Him save Himself, if He be Christ, the 
chosen of God.” 

For the very reason that Christ was the 
chosen of God, the true Saviour of the world, 
He was to save others and not Himself; for 
He had purchased our salvation with the price 
of His own Blood, of His own death ; and this 
price must needs be paid to the uttermost 
farthing. 
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“ And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming to 
Him, ajid offering Him vinegar, and saying, If 
Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself/’ 

The soldiers, being Gentiles, were ignorant 
of the scriptures and the prophecies, and did 
not know the Christ. They mock Him there- 
fore as an impotent king, and are less guilty 
than the Jews. 

- “ And a superscription also was written over Him 
in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, This 
is the Kino of the Jews/' 

They intended by this to publish His ig- 
nominy, in place of which they published His 
glory. By that inscription, the universal king- 
dom of Christ was at the very moment of the 
crucifixion promulgated to all languages and 
to all nations. 

" And one of the malefactors which were hanged 
railed on Him, saying. If Thou be Christ, save 
Thyself and us.” 

In this man was working a regard for his 
own interest ; he railed to be delivered from his 
torments, and he was the most hardened of all. 
In the midst of agony and death resignation, 
not cursing, brings comfort. 

“ But the other answering, rebuked him, saying, 
Post not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we re- 
ceive the due reward of our deeds : but this Man 
hath done nothing amiss.” 
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Oh ! how sincere in this other is the humble 
confession of his iniquity ! How courageous 
is the accusation not of his companion only but 
of all the by-standers, who did not fear God ! 
How noble the public recognition of the inno- 
cence of Jesus. 

“ And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me 
when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom/’ 

0 wonderful faith of the penitent thief ! 
He sees Jesus condemned, and he addresses 
Him as King ; he sees Him on the Cross, and 
he prays to Him as if He were seated in 
heaven ; he sees Him humiliated, and he adores 
Him as if he beheld Him on the throne of 
His glory. 

“And Jesus said unto him, Yerily I say unto 
thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” 

Nor is Jesus behindhand in generosity. To 
those who insult Him He answers not, but to 
him who trusts in Him He answers without 
delay, and bestows on him that very day the 
reward of his faith : a reward greater than he 
had prayed for j since He does not promise to 
remember him, as he had asked of Him, but 
to take him to reign with Him in Paradise. 

“ And it was about the sixth hour, and there was 
a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.” 

The light was created first by God through 
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the Word, and in the death of the Body as- 
sumed by the Word that light threatened 
to become extinguished. All nature bears 
witness through this fact to the divinity of 
Christ. 

“ And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the 
temple was rent in the midst.” 

It is useless that the sanctuary should any 
longer remain veiled, since the majesty of 
God which has hitherto dwelt within it has left 
it for ever. 

“ And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, 
He said, Father, into Thy Hands I commend My 
Spirit.” 

He cries with a loud voice that all His bre- 
thren in the universal world may hear to the 
end of all ages. From that moment He com- 
mends to the common Father with His Spirit, 
the spirit of each one of us, who are members 
of His Body, and are one with Him. 

“ And having said thus, He gave up the ghost.” 

May I also, 0 my J esus, expire with these 
words upon my lips ! May I trust at that su- 
preme moment in Thy death, may I undergo 
with resignation the necessary sacrifice of my 
life, as a worthy penalty of my sins, and may 
I present it to the common Father purged 
and sanctified by the union of the voluntary 
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oblation that Thou madest unto Him of Thy 
Life. 

“ Now when the centurion saw what was done, 
he glorified God, saying, Certainly, this was a righ- 
teous Man.” 

We also have been spectators of what has 
taken place on Calvary, and we have by medi- 
tation followed all its details. Let us also 
glorify God, acknowledging the justice, the in- 
nocence, the love, the patience, the generosity, 
the infinite mercy of His Son. 

“ And all the people that came together to that 
sight, beholding the things which were done, smote 
their breasts, and returned.” 

Let us also, in returning from the mount, 
smite our breasts, through tenderness and 
compunction ; for within this breast is nestled 
that which crucified Jesus — my sinful will. 

“ And all His acquaintance, and the women that 
followed Him from Galilee, stood afar off, behold- 
ing these things.” 

If we have the happiness to be among the 
number of His acquaintance — if, forsaking the 
world and its affections, we have followed Him, 
as did the holy women, — let us remain with 
them to guard His Body, and to watch the 
sepulchre. 

“ And behold, there was a man named Joseph, a 
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counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just. 

S The same had not consented to the counsel and 
leed of them.) He was of Arimathea, a city of 
the Jews, who also waited himself for the kingdom 
of God.” 

This was the only just man of all that 
wicked council. And wherefore was he just ? 
Because he waited for the kingdom of God. 
If we live entirely engrossed with the cares of 
this life, without hope, without looking for the 
kingdom of heaven, we cannot be either truly 
good or truly just. 

“This man went unto Pilate, and begged the 
Body of Jesus.” 

The disciples of Christ, so far from ob- 
taining the Body, could not even have gained 
access to the presence of Pilate. Besides the 
poor followers of the Nazarene, Divine Provi- 
dence had reserved for its own ends, and 
until the opportune moment, this noble de- 
curion. 

“ And he took It down, and wrapped It in linen, 
and laid It in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, 
wherein never man before was laid.” 

In order that doubt might not arise on the 
third day that another body there buried had 
risen, and not that of Jesus. I, too, shall 
shortly be laid in the grave, and shall sleep in 
dust; but In my bosom shall rest with me the 
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firm faith that I shall one day be re-awakened 
by the angelic trumpet, and shall in this my 
flesh behold God my Saviour, and fix these 
very eyes on His Face. I pray Thee, 0 my 
Lord, that I may then find in Thee a loving 
Father, and not a severe Judge. 
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The Passion op our Lord Jesus Christ 

ACCORDING TO S. JOHN. 

Christ did not suffer alone. With Him 
Buffered also His most holy Mother . 1 She 
taught us, by her example, to impress silently, 
in the secret depths of our heart, the image of 
her crucified Son. 

“ At that time Jesus went forth with His dis- 
ciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, 
into the which He entered, and His disciples/* 

In the garden of happiness, in Eden, began 
the history of our fall ; in the garden of suffer- 
ing, in Gethsemane, begins the history of our 
redemption. The new Adam, Who willingly 
offered Himself for our regeneration, enters 
willingly into that garden. Let us accompany 
Him with His disciples, and let us not with- 
draw ourselves from His side, until He shall 
have accomplished the work of ransom by His 
death. 

“And Judas also, which betrayed Him, knew 
1 In the original, Eegina dei Martin/* 
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the place ; for Jesus ofltimes resorted thither with 
His disciples. 1 ' 

For what purpose had Jesus so often re- 
sorted thither with Judas and the others, ex- 
cept for that of teaching them prayer, and the 
truths of eternal life ? But the voice of avarice 
was more powerful in Judas. When any par- 
ticular passion threatens to obtain dominion in 
our soul, let us curb it before it renders us un- 
grateful and traitors. 

“ Judas then, having received a band of men and 
officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh 
thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 
Jesus, therefore, knowing all things that should 
come upon Him, went forth, and said unto them. 
Whom seek ye P” 

Needless provision of arms against an un- 
armed and most peaceful Man; of torches 
against Him, Who, in order that He might be 
found, had gone to the place so well known to 
the traitor, and Who at once presented Him- 
self and interrogated those who had come. 
But the Jews willed it thus, to throw upon 
Christ in the eyes of the people the op- 
probrium of a noted malefactor and of an im- 
postor ; Christ willed it thus to demonstrate 
to His disciples and to us all that, without 
His permission and will, no human strength 
or device could have enabled them to lay 
hands on Him, or even to know Him. 
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“They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth." 

And truly by the light of their lanterns and 
torches they see Him, they hear Him, they 
speak to Him, and they do not recognise Him. 

“Jesus saith unto them, I am He." 

This word “I am” God alone can pro- 
nounce, as He pronounced it on Horeb to 
Moses, to the terror of the Egyptians. Jesus 
pronounces it to-day in Gethsemane, because 
beneath His Flesh is hidden the Godhead. 

“And Judas also, which betrayed Him, stood 
with them." 

So long as Judas was faithful he saw his 
Master; when he stands before Him to betray 
Him he knows Him no longer. Permit not, 
O Jesus, that I should ever betray Thee, or 
fail to perceive Thy Divinity under the veil of 
Thy Humanity. 

“ As soon, then, as He had said unto them, I am 
He, they went backward and fell to the ground." 

Sublime display of omnipotence, that ren- 
ders yet more sublime that other now immi- 
nent display of patience and love in the Pas- 
sion. Arms and armed men lie confusedly on 
the ground, overthrown by a single word from 
Christ. Oh, what shall it be in the day of 
judgment, when that word shall be repeated 
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by Christ, the terrible Judge, in His infinite 
power ! 

“ Then asked He them again, Whom seek ye P” 

Since by the power of His voice they have 
known Him to be God Who overthrows His 
enemies. He interrogates them a second time 
to reveal Himself as Man resigning Himself 
into the hands of His persecutors. 

“And they said, Jesus of Nazareth.” 

They had then risen from the earth as igno- 
rant as before, nay, yet more inexcusable. 
Woe to us when we reach that lowest depth of 
iniquity, contempt of divine punishment ! 

“Jesus answered, I have told yon that I am 
He.” 

Here is no longer the power of the J udge, 
it is the confession of the Victim. But let us 
never forget that Jesus Who now speaks as a 
victim is the same Who spake just now as a 
judge. 

“ If therefore ye seek Me, let these go their way.” 

And He continues to speak with the autho- 
rity of a Master to His servants, who obey 
blindly and allow the disciples to depart, ac- 
cording to His command. 

“ That the saying might be fulfilled, which He 
spake, Of them which Thou gavest Me have I lost 
none.” 
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I pray Thee, O my Jesus, permit Dot that 
I should be the son of perdition among Thy 
disciples of the present day ! Command by 
Thine omnipotence mine enemies, that they 
let me go my way and let me not become their 
prey. 

“ Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and 
smote the high priest's servant and cut off his right 
ear." 

1 Wherefore did Peter strike ? because he had 
received the power to bind and to loose. And it 
is the ministers of the Church who henceforth 
are to cut off with the spiritual sword of ex- 
communication the inward ear of him who 
mishears the teaching of the Church. 

“ The servant's name was Malchus." 

This name signifies, "future King,” for 
Malchus in the restoration of his ear through 
Christ, acquired a new hearing whereby he 
shall one day hear from the mouth of Christ : 
" Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world.” 

1 In the original: “ Perche Pietro, ‘e non un altro 
degli Apostoli ? Perche Pietro aveva ricevuto la singo- 
lare potesta di legare e di sciogliere, e quindi egli e che 
dee con la spada spirituale dell’ anatema amputare 1’orec- 
chio interiore di chi malamente ascolta gl’ insegnamenti 
della Chiesa.” 
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“ Then said J esus unto Peter, Put up thy sword 
into the sheath : the cup which My Father hath 
given Me, shall I not drink it P” 

Shall I refuse, after this example, to drink 
the cup, however bitter, which has been as- 
signed to me not by God, avenger of His wrath, 
but by God a Father in the tenderness of His 
love, for my salvation, for my good only ? 

“ Then the band and the captain and the officers 
of the Jews took Jesus, and bound Him, and led 
Him away to Annas first.” 

Jesus is imprisoned to deliver us from the 
bonds of the devil, is bound to break the chains 
of our sins, is dragged to judgment to spare 
us the sight of the anger of God as a J udge. 

“ For he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, which was 
the high priest that same year.” 

Annas had no power to pronounce judgment, 
but Jesus was led before him in the hope that 
being father-in-law to Caiaphas, or that being 
more advanced in years and in wickedness, he 
might be better able to forward this impious 
trial. 

“ Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to 
the Jews, that at was expedient that one man should 
die for the people.” 

Verily it was expedient that this Man should 
die for all the people of sinners, not however 
through the will and vile machinations of 
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Caiaphas and his fellows, but through His own 
will and infinite mercy, because this Man was 
God. 

94 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did 
another disciple.” 

Let us, who proclaim so loudly even the 
appearance of a good deed, learn humility from 
S. John, who does not name himself, when 
-speaking of the praiseworthy action of having 
followed Jesus, of having remained faithful to 
Him. 

M That disciple was known unto the high priest, 
and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high 
priest.” 

Further trait of humility ! That it may not 
appear that constancy and love for his Master 
made him enter with Him, he hides the true 
reason under colour of being known in the 
palace of the high priest. 

“ But Peter stood at the door without.” 

He who was to deny Christ is deservedly 
left without, far from Christ. 

“ Then went out that other disciple, which was 
known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that 
kept the door, and Drought in Peter.” % 

This work also of brotherly love is hidden by 
the modesty of the nameless disciple. 

“ Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto 
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Peter, Art not thou also one of this Man's disci- 
ples P” 

This shows that S. John had made no mys- 
tery of his being a disciple of Christ; had it 
been otherwise the door-keeper would not have 
asked Peter if he also were one of the number. 

“ He saith, I am not.” 

What readiness to deny, corresponding with 
the facility to boast. The fall is ever in pro- 
portion to the height to which we pretend to 
attain. 

“ And the servants and officers stood there, who 
had made a fire of coals ; for it was cold : and they 
warmed themselves." 

It well became the servants and officers, 
carnal men without the warmth of love, to 
have a care for their own comforts, and to 
"warm themselves at their ease. 

“ And Peter stood with them and warmed him- 
self.’ ’ 

But it did not become Peter to imitate them 
and to provide for his bodily comfort at the 
very moment when Christ for love of him was 
being judged by the wicked. 

“ The high priest then asked Jesus of His dis- 
ciples, and of His doctrine." 

Treacherous inquiries ! Let us ever receive 
with a humble, sincere, and docile heart the 
instructions of the Church and of her mittis- 
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ters, so that we may not be taken in the net 
of onr own subtilty. 

“Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the 
world.’* 

Too truly has His Word resounded through 
all the world. Woe to him who closes his ear, 
so that he hears It not. 

“ I ever taught in the synagogue and in the 
temple, whither the Jews* always resort ; and in 
secret have I said nothing.” 

We should ever frequent with the multitude 
the public services and congregations of the 
Church, where the bread of gospel doctrine is 
broken for all, and shun the singularity of ab- 
struse and hidden theories which are always 
dangerous. 

“ Why askest thou Me P ask them which heard 
Me, what I have said unto them : behold, they know 
what I said.” 

Many there were standing round Caiaphas 
who had watched each word of Christ in 
which they might find an excuse for calumny, 
who had several times interrogated Him de- 
ceitfully, tempting Him. Confident of His 
innocence He refers to their judgment. 

“And when He had thus spoken, one of the 
officers which stood by struck J esus with the palm 
of his hand, saying, Answerest Thou the high priest 

•or 

i 
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At so great an outrage the heavens shook, 
and the angels trembled for fear. But where- 
fore did not the earth open to swallow up the 
vile and iniquitous servant who dared to smite 
the most Holy Face of the Lord of the uni- 
verse ? Because this benign Lord willed ra- 
ther to give us the example of patience which 
overcomes the world. 

“ J esus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear 
witness of the evil : but if well, why smitest thou 
MeP” 

What gentleness, what reasonableness in 
this answer ! Through the merits of Thy pa- 
tient endurance of such an outrage, grant me, 
0 Jesus, the grace to preserve in all the con- 
tradictions of this life, especially in those 
that most keenly affect my feelings of honour, 
calmness, serenity of mind, and quietness of 
heart. 

“ Now Annas had sent Him hound unto Caiaphas 
the high priest.” 

The bonds that confine the innocent Limbs 
of the Redeemer are not loosed even now, by 
reason of our continuance in bondage to siu. 
Let us straightway burst these bonds, and thus 
shall we set Christ free. 

“ And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself.” 

Alienation from his Master still continued 
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in Peter, his coldness continued through ab- 
sence of faith and love. 

“They said therefore unto him, Art not thou 
also one of His disciples P” 

And with reason do they address this ques- 
tion to Peter, for not only was he one of the 
disciples, but he was the first of them all . 1 

“ He denied it, and said, I am not.” 

God permitted the fall of the chief 2 of the 
Apostles, that remembering his own frailty he 
might tenderly assist the frailty of his bre- 
thren. 

“ One of the servants of the high priest, being 
his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did 
not I see thee in the garden with Him P” 

The fact is too manifest ; it is of no use to 
deny it. But a first falsehood, a first sin 
brings a hundred others in its train. 

“ Peter then denied again : and immediately the 
cock crew.” 

Who can tell how many times he would 
have denied, bad not the cock recalled to him 
the prediction of the Master ? Let us tremble 
at this example, seeing how great is the power 
of the snares of the devil over a soul grown 
lukewarm in the service of God. 

1 Original : “ II capo e principe di tutti.” 

2 Original : “ Capo della Chiesa.” 
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“ Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the 
hall of judgment.” 

He willed to be dragged before these suc- 
cessive tribunals, that we might learn from 
Him patience and humility under the injuries 
which we receive from others. 

“And it was early; and they themselves went 
not into the judgment hall, lest they should be de- 
filed ; but that they might eat the passover.” 

I too, should be a miserable hypocrite, a 
Pharisee, if, while fulfilling to the letter (as in 
duty bound) the minutest outward details of 
my religious duties, I shut up my bowels of 
compassion, if I strive not to save my brother 
from falling, if I shed as it were his innocent 
blood by my evil example. 

“ Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What 
accusation bring ye against this Man P” 

Answer, 0 my soul ; when thou compassest 
the death of Christ by thy sins, wherewith 
hast thou to reproach Him, what accusation 
canst thou bring against Him ? 

“ They answered and said unto him, If He were 
not a malefactor, we would not have delivered Him 
up unto thee.” 

Meaningless words ! The accusation cannot 
be set forth without revealing the malice of the 
accusers. 
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“ Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye Him, and 
judge Him according to your law.” 

Pilate wishes to free himself from this re- 
sponsibility, and that the Jews should do ac- 
cording to their will. This is not zeal for 
justice, it is love of self ; pure egotism. How 
many Pilates are there among Christians, who, 
so that they wash their own hands of it, so 
that they save their own individual respon- 
sibility, care not for the offence offered to God, 
for the injury done to the Church, for the loss 
of souls ! 

“ The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not 
lawful for us to put any man to death.” 

Oh, unreasoning wickedness that betrays 
itself ! They did not then ask that He should 
be judged, but that He should be put to death. 
Passion treads under foot all justice, demands 
to be satisfied at all costs. 

“That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, 
which He spake, signifying what death He should 
die.” 

He had said that He should be delivered to 
the Gentiles, and be condemned to death. 

“Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall 
again, and called Jesus, and said unto Him, Art 
Thou the King of the Jews P” 

This title of King of the Jews is the phantom 
that disturbs the clearness and uprightness of 
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Pilate’s judgment, and which will end by 
hurrying him into injustice. How many sins 
are excused by the pretence of reasons of state ! 

“ Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of 
thyself, or did others tell it thee of Me P” 

He willed by this to show to Pilate that 
nothing was hidden from Him, and thus to 
manifest Himself to him not so much as King, 
but as God the searcher of hearts. 

“Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own 
nation and the chief priests have delivered Thee 
unto me : what hast Thou done P” 

He is confused, and is indignant with the 
Jews and the chief priests for having placed 
him in such a position. He therefore asks 
Christ Himself what He had really done to 
draw upon Himself the anger of these men. 

“Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this 
world/* 

The kingdom of Christ is in the world, 
extends throughout the world, but is not of 
the world. All we who belong to Christ 
have been taken out of the world, delivered 
from the power of darkness, and transferred 
to His kingdom which is of heaven. 

“ If My kingdom were of this world, then would 
My servants fight, that I should not be delivered to 
the Jews.” 

How miserably weak are the kingdoms that 
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are of this world ! They have neither life nor 
strength in themselves, but what they owe to 
arms and to their servants. 

“ But now is My kingdom not from lienee.” 

How noble on the contrary, how firm is the 
kingdom of Christ, which is here, but does 
not derive its strength from hence ! It is a 
pilgrim here, but it came from Heaven and 
will return to Heaven, and is maintained by 
strength from Heaven hidden within it, and 
needs no earthly support ; nay, resists the 
world and overcomes it. 

“Pilate therefore said unto Him, Art Thou a 
King then P” 

Pilate, who was not of this kingdom, could 
not apprehend its mysteries, and therefore 
returns to his fixed idea of Christ’s earthly 
kingdom. 

“ Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a King. 
To this end was I born, and /or this cause came I 
into the world, that I should bear witness unto the 
truth.” 

Thou sayest it, and so I am. Since being 
King in Heaven from all eternity, for this did 
I condescend to become incarnate, and to 
come into the world, to preach unto you the 
truth, and to establish you in My Kingdom. 

“Every one that is of the truth heareth My 
voice.” 
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0 my true King, call me also to partake of 
Thy kingdom, of the kingdom of truth, that I 
may hear Thy voice to justification and salva- 
tion. 

“ Pilate saith unto Him, What is truth P And 
when he had said this, he went out again unto the 
Jews.** 

The inquiry immediately followed by his 
going out indicates a profound scepticism. 
Let not us to whom the truth is known, to 
whom Christ has revealed Himself, ever with- 
draw ourselves from Him, and let us humbly 
await His answer to our inquiries. 

“ And saith unto them, I find in Him no fault at 
all. But ye have a custom that I should release 
unto you one at the Passover : will ye therefore 
that I release unto you the King of the Jews P” 

Because he did not believe in the truth did 
he fall into these errors of confounding justice 
and mercy, of relinquishing bis own authority 
to gratify the rabbie, of judging against his 
own conscience. Wisdom in action is the 
result of a truthful mind. Increase my faith, 
0 Lord, that I may ever act uprightly. 

“ Then cried they all again, saying, Not this 
Man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.” 

A robber rather than Christ ! But let us 
not regard the cruelty of the Jews, let us 
rather contemplate the wisdom and mercy of 
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God. The approach to the con dem nation of 
Christ is the door of deliverance to all sinners 
who are represented by Barabbas. The inno- 
cent One is destined to death for the very 
reason that He may be an expiation for the 
robber and save him. 

“ Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged 
Him.” 

It was I, not Pilate, who scourged Thee, 0 
my J esus, and not once only, but how many 
times have I through evil indulgence of my 
body rendered the renewal of Thy scourging 
necessary to heal my wounds with Thy merits. 

“ And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and 
put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple 
robe, and said, Hail, King of the Jews !” 

It was I, not the soldiers, who crowned 
Thee with thorns through my evil thoughts ! 
O what a multitude of painful wounds ! But 
enough, for now there remains no place in Thy 
most sacred head where fresh piercings may 
be inflicted. At least I will not add derision 
to my wickedness, mocking the very mercy 
through which Thou dost bear with me. 

“And they smote Him with their hands.” 

Are not my shameless sins whereby 1 have 
publicly offended Thee so many bufferings? 
And yet have I thought to glorify myself 
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thereby, never dreaming to be ashamed of 
even the most heinous sins, thus covering Thy 
most Holy Face with confusion. 

“Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith 
unto them, Behold, I bring Him forth to you, that 
ye may know that I find no fault in Him.’ 

The sight of Jesus reduced to such an 
extremity of suffering and of ignominy inspired 
the soul of Pilate with so much pity, that he 
felt convinced that it would produce the like 
effect upon the people, and that innocence 
would triumph at last. 

“ Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of 
thorns, and the purple robe, and Pilate saith unto 
them, Behold the Man !” 

Behold the Man ; behold God who hath 
made Himself man ; behold the Man — God 
brought to so pitiful a condition by the sins 
of mankind. I adore Thee, true God and true 
man. King of the Jews and of all nations ; I 
adore Thee with the diadem of glory and with 
the crown of thorns, surrounded by the bright- 
ness of the saints, and by the insults of the 
rabble, arrayed in the robe of salvation, and in 
the tattered purple of Thy Passion, worshipped 
by the angels and despised by sinners. Behold 
the Man ; the Wonderful, the Unequalled, the 
Man of the new creation, created after God, 
and Who shall renew after God all the genera- 
tions of men. 
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“ When the chief priests therefore and officers 
saw Him, they cried out, saying, Crucify Him, 
crucify Him.” 

The chief priests and the officers, not the 
people, who had not yet lost all feeling of hu- 
manity. 

“Pilate saith unto them, Take ye Him and cru- 
cify Him, for I find no fault in Him.” 

The first time he declared J esus to be inno- 
cent, and then scourged Him ; now he again 
twice proclaims Him innocent and yet will he 
crucify Him. Even so the sinner confesses 
God to be worthy of reverence and worship, 
and yet he offends Him, recognises the evil, 
and yet returns to commit it. I pray Thee, 
0 Jesus, let my heart agree with my reason, 
and my reason with faith. 

“The Jews answered him, We have a law, and 
by our law He ought to die, because He made Him- 
self the Son of God.” 

And they answered rightly ; for the whole 
Mosaic law foretold this death, which, volun- 
tary on the part of Christ was necessary for 
us. Yea, He was to die, not indeed because 
He had made Himself the Son of God, but 
rather because being the Son of God, He had 
made Himself the Son of Man for the salvation 
of those who were under the law. 

“ When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was 
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the more afraid ; and went again into the judgment 
hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art ThouP” 

Pilate respected Christ, nor did he deem 
Him capable of saying what was not true. 
Hearing that He had said that He was the 
Son of God, he was afraid, and took Him 
aside to ask Him if He truly came from God. 
Whence art Thou, from heaven or of the earth ? 
Art Thou only King, or art Thou also God ? 

“ But Jesus gave him no answer.” 

I bless Thee, 0 Jesus, that having hid these 
truths from the powerful, the proud, the curious 
in the earth, Thou hast revealed them to the 
childlike in spirit, to Thy humble disciples. 

“ Then saith Pilate unto Him, Speakest Thou 
not unto meP” 

The fear and the respect have already va- 
nished ; pride is re-awakened. 

“ Knowest Thou not that I have power to crucify 
Thee, and have power to release Thee P” 

Exaltation in office often turns the brain : 
Pilate boasts of having so great power, and he 
was not able to save Him Whom he had judged 
to be innocent ! 

“ Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power 
at all against Me, except it were given thee from 
above : therefore he that delivered Me unto thee 
hath the greater sin.” 
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To Pilate's vain boasting Christ opposes 
the power of the Heavenly Father, which is 
His own, and shows him to be but a miserable 
instrument of the will of Him, of Whose life 
he believes himself to be the sole arbiter. 
This does not, however, absolve him from guilt, 
though he is less guilty than the chief priests 
and the people. 

“ And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release 
Him.” 

He felt the truth of this saying, and there- 
fore endeavoured to arrest the sin of killing 
the Innocent One. 

“ But the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this 
Man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend : whosoever 
maketn himself a king speaketh against Caesar.” 

At length they discover the chord in Pilate's 
soul which will give out the sound they so 
much desire. The accusation of Christ's 
being a malefactor did not persuade him, re- 
spect for the Jewish law did not influence him, 
he was troubled but for a moment on hearing 
that He was the Son of God ; but the loss of 
the friendship of Caesar, which signified the 
loss of that power of which he was so proud, 
this fear vanquished him. 

“When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he 
brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment 
seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in 
the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 
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“ And it was the preparation of the passover, and 
about the sixth hour.” 

He prepares to pronounce the sentence with 
such great solemnity, that the Evangelist makes 
mention of every particular : the authority of 
the Roman Csesar in whose name justice is 
administered; the presence of all the people 
and of Jesus; the sitting down in the judg- 
ment seat ; the dignity of the place which is 
named both in Greek and in Hebrew, because 
both for the Gentiles and for the Jews will 
this sentence bear great significance ; the day 
as being the Friday before the passover, when 
from every city the people were assembled in 
Jerusalem ; the hour of noon as being the most 
convenient for the people to assemble at the 
judgment hall. Let us hear meanwhile this 
sentence ! 

“And he saith unto the Jews, Behold your 
King.” 

Oh, marvellous Wisdom of the Divine coun- 
sels ! Pilate unknown to himself is the in- 
strument of the Providence of God, and in 
place of condemning Christ, proclaims Him 
legally and solemnly to be King of the Jews, 
which in truth meant the Messiah and the 
Saviour of the world. 

“ But they cried out, Away with Him, away with 
Him, crucify Him.” 
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And they too, without knowing it, confirm 
the sentence of Pilate ; for this their King was 
indeed to be crucified by them. 

" Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your 
King P” 

He could not throw off the impression that 
Christ was the King of the Jews, as if Truth 
itself had fixed this conviction immoveably 
within him. 

“ The chief priests answered, We have no king 
but Caesar.” 

How could they exchange the kingdom of 
Caesar for that of Christ ? It sufficed indeed 
to contemplate the insignia of the regal state 
of the Redeemer: the crown of thorns, the 
tattered purple, the reed for a sceptre, the 
bonds on His hands ! 

“ Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to 
be crucified.” 

Here Pilate is no longer tfee minister of the 
Divine Will, but of his own weakness. But 
he does not pronounce a fresh sentence ; the 
first one ever remains, “ Ecce Rex vester.” He 
here only permits the crucifixion by the Jews. 

“ And they took Jesus, and led Him away.” 

And the Jews did not wait to receive the 
permission a second time. After so much 
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battling with Pilate, they were overjoyed to be 
able to lead Him away forthwith. 

“ And He, bearing His Cross, went forth into a 
place called the place of a skull, which is called in 
the Hebrew Golgotha, where they crucified Him, 
and two other with Him, on either side one, and 
Jesus in the midst.” 

Let us hasten to follow Jesus in the com- 
pany of His most holy Mother, pierced with 
grief. Behold the Calvary, behold the Cross, 
behold the two thieves, behold the Son of Man 
lifted up from the earth, with justice and mercy 
on either side, Mediator between heaven and 
earth. 

“And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the 
Cross. And the writing was : Jesus of Nazabeth, 
the Kino of the Jews. This title then read many 
of the Jews; for the place where Jesus was cru- 
cified was nigh to the cily : and it was written in 
Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.” 

Title of innocence for the Crucified, of con- 
demnation for the crucifiers, of salvation for 
us ! Jesus, He is our Saviour. Nazatenus, 
the name of His own country on earth, shows 
Him to be true Man. Rex, He is King at the 
very moment that He is upon the Cross ; He 
is therefore King, not of the earth, but of hea- 
ven ; He rules not over the body, but over the 
spirit. He is then true God. Judaorum, He 
came first for His own people ; but as His own 
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received Him not. He adopts as children all 
those who receive Him, of whatever nation, 
Hebrew, Greek, or Latin. 

“Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pi- 
late, Write not, The King of the J ews ; but that He 
said, I am King of the Jews.” 

Oh, foolish chief priests, what is this that 
ye say ? Shall that peradventure be no longer 
true, only because it does not please you, 
which was spoken by the Truth Itself : I am 
the King of the Jews ? 

“ Pilate answered, What I have written I have 
written.” 

Oh, ineffable power of the Divine workings 
in the hearts even of the ignorant ! What 
Pilate has written he has written, because what 
the Lord hath said He hath said; and no 
man shall be able to change it to all eternity. 

“Then the soldiers, when they had crucified 
Jesus, took His garments, and made four parts, to 
every soldier a part ; and also His coat.” 

The division of Christ's garments into four 
parts, and their distribution among the sol- 
diers who were Gentiles, represents the king- 
dom of God gone forth from J udea, the Church 
propagated to the four winds, to the four cor- 
ners of the earth. 

“ Now the coat was without seam, woven from 
the top throughout. They said therefore among 

K 



Digitized by Google 




130 MEDITATIONS ON THE PASSION. 

themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, 
whose it shall be.” 

Nor let us rend this mystical coat, which is 
the unity of the Church in the bond of love. 
It is woven into the hierarchy of Bishops . 1 He 
who breaks this thread remains cut off from 
the Church. 

[In the words of S. Cyprian : after His Re- 
surrection our Lord saith unto Peter, “ Feed 
My sheep ;” and though we may observe Him 
giving the same power to all His Apostles, 
when He saith, “ As My Father hath sent 
Me, so send I you,” yet, to manifest His re- 
gard for unity, He took His rise from one, 
and settled the whole on that foundation. 
The Apostles were in truth what Peter was, 
.entitled with him to an equal share of dignity 
and power ; but the process, I say, began in 
one, that the Church might be considered as 
one: which Church the Holy Ghost, per- 
sonating Christ, hath described, “ My Dove, 
My undefiled is one : she is the only one of 
her mother : she is the chosen one of her who 
bare her.”] 

“That the scripture might be fulfilled which 
saith, They parted My raiment among them, and 

1 “ Ella h tutta quanta contesta della gerarchia dei pas- 
tori, incomminciando da sopra : dal Romano Pontefice. 
Chi spezza questo filo rimane tagliato fuori.” 
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for My vesture they did cast lots. These things 
therefore the soldiers did.*’ 

Behold how four ignorant soldiers fulfilled 
that which from all eternity had been deter- 
mined by the counsels of Divine wisdom, and 
revealed through the prophets ! Whether sol- 
diers or prophets, all are. equally subservient 
to the designs of God. 

“Now there stood by the Cross of Jesus His 
Mother, and His Mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.” 

Whence came so much strength to enable 
the Mother to participate in all the Passion of 
her Son, and to stand now by His Cross to re- 
ceive His last words ? From the very excess 
of her love. I also will remain at the foot 
of the Cross, and share this sorrow. May I 
have love sufficient to enable me to carry out 
this good resolution . 1 

“When Jesus therefore saw His Mother, and 
the disciple standing by, whom He loved, He saith 
unto His Mother, Woman, behold thy son !” 

Even so, O Lord Jesus. The sentence of 
Cana is now reversed. Then it was, “ What 
have I to do with thee ?” “ While I teach and 
weary Myself in seeking for lost souls, never 

1 In the original, “ Voglio anch* io rimanermi con voi, 
O Maria, presso la oroce, ed esservi compagno nel pianto. 
Datemi amore, perche io possa compiere il buon propo- 
nimento.” 
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